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1 About this Learning Pack

This pack been produced to accompany the ‘Reading W illes’
transcription project, funded by the Heart of Engla nd Community
Foundation and run by the Leamington History Group, in conjunction

with the Warwickshire County Record Office.

The resources have been designed to enable adult le arning tutors to
organise a local heritage project, comprising four 3-hour workshops,
based on the correspondence of Edward Willes, a 19 th century

Leamington landowner.
The letters were transcribed by local volunteers, s  upported by the

Leamington History Group, and are held at the Warwi ckshire County
Record Office.

2 Edward Willes and his Leamington Legacy

The Willes family first obtained the Newbold Comyn estate, close to the
small village of Leamington Priors, in the late 16  t century. By 1820, when

Leamington was being commercially developed as a sp a town,
Edward Willes had inherited extensive lands to the north and east of the
town. Willes was a great traveller and while abroad , planned the

development of his estate.

In 1827, Willes commissioned John Nash and his part ner, James Morgan,
responsible for the Regent’'s Park developmentin Lo ndon, to draw up a
plan for his lands in the same Regency style.

There is evidence that Nash visited Leamington twic e, as his signature
appears in the Regent Hotel register in June 1827 a  nd October 1828.
Yet, while Nash and Morgan’s designs strongly influ ~ enced the
development of the town, the only structure they ar e known to have
built is the Willes Bridge on Willes Road.

Newbold Terrace is an example of the development of a Leamington
street in the newly-fashionable Regency style. By 1839, a block of
terraces had been built at each end of the road, th e gap eventually

being filled in the 1860s by four individual detach ed villas.

After Willes enclosed the Newbold Gardens, later to become the
Jephson Gardens, residents of Newbold Terrace could access the



Gardens by six private gates, the general public on ly being allowed
access between 7am and 10am.

The Willes Archive, held by the Warwickshire County Record Office,

contains hundreds of letters on the development of Leamington. The
correspondence between Willes and his agent, John G eorge Jackson,
as well as other architects and developers, detalil land sales, building

development and the planting of Newbold Gardens.

Edward Willes was responsible for the layout of al  arge part of the 'New
Town'. Thanks to his vision and tight control of th e development, 21st
Century inhabitants and visitors are able to enjoy something that few
towns possess: the extensive green lung stretching alongside the river
from Newbold Comyn to the boundary of Warwick.



3 Who's Who in the Letters

3.1 Joseph Vincent Barber

A Birmingham artist, Barber was a large investor in  Willes’ land,
purchasing 17 1/, acres for nearly £12,000. He sold a large part of  his
acquisition to builders and other speculators soon after its purchase.

Barber resided for a time in Beauchamp Avenue, Leam ington,
becoming a trustee for Newbold Gardens in 1836.

3.2 John Cullis

Cullis was a Leamington nurseryman and proprietor o f the Ranelagh
Gardens in Old Town. He was responsible for the pla  nting of Newbold
Gardens.

3.3  John George Jackson

Born around 1800, Jackson (J G Jackson) was a pupil of the London
architect, Peter Frederick Robinson, who was respon sible for drawing
up plans for the Beauchamp Square estate in Leaming ton.

Jackson arrived in Leamington in 1831 to act as Edw ard Willes’ agent
and was paid commission for selling plots of hisla  nd. Negotiation with
Willes was conducted via correspondence, as Willes was living abroad
and did not return to live in Leamington.

Jackson was responsible for the design and layout o f Newbold
Gardens, later the Jephson Gardens, as well as the development of
buildings and streets in the town, including Newbol d Terrace.

Jackson rented first Strawberry Cottage, which stoo d on the corner of
Newbold Terrace and the Parade, then Newbold Lodge, built on the
same site. In 1865, this house too was demolished a  nd the site
incorporated into the Jephson Gardens.

Jackson died in Leamington in 1851.

34 Samuel Letts

Samuel Letts was a Leamington builder. In 1833, wit  h his partner, John
Prosser, Letts paid Edward Willes the sum of £469. 16s. 0d. for land at the
eastern end of Newbold Terrace. This was the sitte 0 f Nos. 23 and 25
Newbold Terrace, still standing today.



35 John Nash

Nash was a leading British architect, born in Lambe th, London. He
trained with the architect Sir Robert Taylor, estab  lishing his own practice
in 1777. In 1811, the Prince Regent commissioned Na  sh to develop the
area north of St James’s Park, including Regent Str  eet and Regent's
Park.

Edward Willes was keen to develop his lands in Leam  ington in a similar
Regency style, so in 1827, he asked Nash and his pa rtner, James
Morgan, to draw up a plan for his estate. This plan can be viewed at
the Warwickshire County Record Office.

Willes’ lands would eventually be developed by othe r architects and
builders. Although there is evidence of Nash and Mo rgan’s influence in
the style of the new streets and buildings, the onl y structure they are
known to have built in Leamington is the Willes Roa  d bridge.

3.6 Peter Frederick Robinson
P F Robinson was a London architect, employed by Ed ward Willes to

draw up plans for development of his lands north of the Parade. The
land was parcelled up into several hundred building plots and sold on
to local developers and builders, who then erected the houses.

3.7 Joseph Shipton

A solicitor, Joseph Shipton acted as professionala  dvisor to Edward
Willes and J G Jackson. He lived in Newbold Terrace , Leamington.



4 Project Scheme of Work

Leamington by Letter

Aims and Objectives:
o To introduce learners to the study of local history
o To encourage learners’ development of research skil Is
o To discover how historical documents can explain ou

r locality

Workshop Topic Objectives Teaching & Learning Assessment Resources Required
Methods
1 People Looking for Clues Discussion Self assessment Flip chart
Who's Who in the letters Practical exercises Q&A Copies of letters and
transcriptions
Victorian Networking: 19th Century Individual, small & whole Discussion
communication group work Magnifiers
Observation
Reading Willes: deciphering the Written Activities Post-it notes
letters
One-to-one help
Money & Measurement: Then & Now
2 Places Capital ideas: London and Discussion Self assessment Flip chart

Leamington
Development of the Jephson Gardens
Archery in Leamington

Newbold Terrace: Then and Now

Practical exercises

Individual, small & whole
group work

Written Activities

One-to-one help

Q&A
Discussion

Observation

Copies of letters and
transcriptions

Magnifiers

Post-it notes




Personal Projects:
Part One

Choosing personal projects
Sources and methods

Visit to the library or county record
office to undertake individual

research

Project presentational skills

Discussion
Individual work

One-to-one help

Self assessment

Discussion

Observation

Flip chart
Magnifiers

Post-it notes

Personal Projects:
Part Two

Sharing project development

Open session for individual project
presentation to the group and visitors

Self assessment

Discussion

Observation

Flip chart
Magnifiers

Post-it notes




5 Workshop Session Plans

Leamington by letter

Workshop 1: People

Aims and Objectives:
o To begin to develop local history research skills
0 To learn palaeography and transcription skills

Time | Content/ Explicit Teaching parner Activity Resourc  es Differentiation How
/Learning Styles assessed
0.00 | Welcome Introductions Whiteboard/Flip chart Individual/paired/ Q&A
_ _ Paper and pencils group work as _ _
Introduction to local history research Q&A Magnifiers, post-its appropriate Discussion
Looking for clues to our locality Brainstorming and Practical activities Observation
Where can we find information? discussion
CRO, libraries, internet, books Self-
assessment
Which documents might be useful to a Q&A

local historian?
Maps, plans, letters, diaries,
newspapers, etc

Who's Who in the letters

Introduction to the letters, the letter-
writers and the Willes Archive

0.45 | Victorian Networking: 19th Century
communication

How is communication different today?
How is communication similar?

19th century postal service versus 21st
century postal service

Listening and note-
taking
Q&A

Learning pack
introductory
information

Brainstorming and
discussion

Comparing and

contrasting




1.20

1.40

2.00

2.20

2.50

3.00

Refreshment Break
Reading Willes: deciphering the letters

Discuss meaning of palaeography
Learning palaeography techniques

Money & Measurement: Then & Now
What clues can we find from the
documents about 19 t century prices
and measurements?

Compare money and measurement
today with the 1830s e.g. £ _s_d.

What was a typical wage in the 1830s?
Examine section of J G Jackson'’s letter
of August 1832, regarding legal
covenant

Discuss transcription difficulties

What clues about Leamington can we
gain from the letter?

Why was this covenant important?
[NB To be clarified in workshop 2]

Evaluation of workshop

End of workshop

Individuals to share
any palaeography
experience with the
group

Examining historical
documents with
magnifiers

Q&A

Transcribe historical
document

Working in pairs
Q&A

Discussion

Brainstorm

Writing evaluation

Palaeography notes

Resources:

6.1 Account of sales
6.2 Transcription
6.3 Transcription
6.4 Sketches

Resources:

6.5 Section of
Jackson’s letter
6.6 Transcription of
letter section

Post-it notes




Leamington by letter

Workshop 2: Places

Aims and Objectives:
o To discover how historical documents can explain a
o0 To continue developing research skills

locality’s development

Time | Content/ Explicit Teaching parner Activity sourc  es Differentiation How
/Learning Styles assessed
0.00 | Recap first workshop Discussion Whiteboard/Flip chart Individual/paired/ Q&A
. _ . S Paper and pencils group work as . .
0.10 | Capital Ideas: discuss fashion for Listening and note- Magnifiers, post-its appropriate Discussion
Regency architecture, its classical taking ’
aspects and main features Practical activities Observation
_ o _ Resources:
How do Leamington buildings Comparing and 6.7-6.10 images of Self-
compare with London’s Regency-style contrasting London and assessment
buildings? Leamington
0.40 | How was it proposed to develop Examining historical
Jephson Gardens? documents
: Resources:
E;:;/renli(;prtr(lﬁlnt of Archery in 6.11 and 6.12
g photographs of

Examining images of archery in
Jephson Gardens

Examining JG Jackson’s letter for clues
about the development of archery in
Leamington

Why was archery so popular with

women as well as men? [NB reasons of
propriety, as it was a sport they could

do without showing their ankles and

still get good exercise]

Discussion/Q & A

Brainstorm

Discussion/Q & A

Brainstorm

archery in the
Jephson Gardens

6.13 Letter from J G
Jackson

6.14 transcription of
letter




1.20

1.40

2.10

2.30

2.40

2.50

3.00

Discuss design for the Newbold
Gardens, later Jephson Gardens

Refreshment break

Newbold Terrace & Jephson Gardens:
Then & Now

Examine two 1831 plans of Newbold
Terrace from one of Jackson’s letters
and a transcription of the letter
Compare with contemporary plan

How can you tell which is Willes’ sketch
and which Jackson’s own plan??

Two plans for Newbold Terrace the
following year, 1832

What other proposal was being
considered for Newbold Terrace?
Why was this later discounted?

How do these plans relate to the
covenant discussed in the first
workshop? [NB value of houses with
views over the Gardens]

What has been learned from the Willes’
documents about the way Leamington
developed?

Ideas for personal projects
Choose venue for next workshop visit

Evaluation of workshop

End of workshop

Examining historical
document
Discussion

Comparing and
contrasting

Discussion

Examining historical

documents

Discussion

Referring to earlier
documents and
making inferences

Discussion and
conclusions

Discussion/Q & A

Writing evaluation

6.15 design for the
Gardens

6.16 Transcript of
proposals

Resources:

6.17 plan

6.18 plan

6.19 transcription
Contemporary plan

6.20 plan
6.21 plan

Post-it notes




Leamington by letter

Workshop 3: Personal Projects - Part One

Aims and Objectives:
0 To begin a personal local history project based on the Willes’ letters
0 To find out about possible sources and methods
0 To learn project presentational skills

Time | Content/ Explicit Teaching parner Activity Resourc  es Differentiation How
/Learning Styles assessed
0.00 | Recap first two workshops Whiteboard/Flip chart Individual/paired/ Q&A
_ . , _ Paper and pencils group work as . .
Choosing personal projects Discussion Magnifiers, post-its appropriate Discussion
Sources and methods Q&A Practical activities Observation
Recap - looking for clues
Self-
0.30 | Visit to the library or county record Visit assessment
office to undertake individual research
1.30 | Refreshment break
1.50 | Feedback from library/CRO visit Feedback
2.20 | Presentational skills: different ways to Listening Laptop
present a project Q&A Example projects
Sharing ideas
2.50 | Evaluation of workshop Writing evaluation Post-it notes
3.00 | End of workshop




Leamington by letter

Workshop 4: Personal Projects - Part Two

Aims and Objectives:
o Sharing ideas an

d research

o Demonstrate presentational skills

Time | Content/ Explicit Teaching carner Activity Resourc  es Differentiation How
/Learning Styles assessed
0.00 | Recap whole project Whiteboard/Flip chart Individual/paired/ Q&A
S _ Paper and pencils group work as _ _
What difficulties did the learners Sharing research Magnifiers, post-its appropriate Discussion
encounter and how were they ’
overcome? Practical activities Observation
1.20 | Refreshment break Self-
assessment
1.40 | Personal project presentation Learners to present
individual projects
to the group and
visitors
2.50 | Evaluation of project Completing project Evaluation
evaluation questionnaire
3.00 | End of project




6 Workshop Resources

6.1 Section of a letter from J G Jackson, regarding an Account of Sales
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6.2 Transcription of an Account of Sales by J G Jackson
Account of Sales

referring to the list forwarded Sep 17t 1832
[The following column is written in the left-hand h alf of the sheet]
£-- -----s-d
16 Jos Shipton Esq" to be paid before Xmas 1000 -0-0
15 J V Barber Esqr 1000£ before Xmas 1817-10-0
17,18,20,24 | W Oldhams Southam 1500-0- O
William Street Culvert completed
as deposit 255£
5p[er] Cent Int to be paid from June 25/33
Villa to be built within 18 months
(now covered in)
21 Peasnall, 2 houses within 12 Mos 2947 -10-0
as deposit. 5per C tlInterest after
Septr 29 1834 & a per centage to
be returned should purchase
be completed before the specified term
22  Oldhams Leamington 63 -6-0
19,23&27 Letts Culvert as deposit
£320 1169 -0-0
2 Houses Newbold Terrace
2 Do West End Russel Place
To pay 5 p[er] Cent interest after
1833
25 Revd Rowland Hill to be paid on
receipt of Conveyance 120 -0-0
26  Wilcox paid 40-10-0
28 John Russel 3roads to be
completed before Sept r29/35 1497-10-0
10,154 -6-0



[the following column is written beside the above ¢
right-hand half of the sheet]

Projected sales
1 R. Hewitt 50£ deposit
5 p[er] Cent interest Nov 9 r 1833
purchase completed Nov9 1835
2 Holmes. 2 houses as deposit
To complete purchase June 25/1834
3. Whitehead Culvert across
Shell Lays as payment
4 Chamberlin - Deposit Dec 25 £100
5 p[er] Cent Int tfrom Sept 29 1833
purchase completed Sept 29 1836
5 Oldhams Southam - Clarendon Street
Culvert as deposit £105-10-0
5 p[er] Cent interest from Sept 29/33
purchase completed Sept 29/35
6 Green -£50 deposit 2 months
from signing Agreement
5 p[er] Cent interest from Sept 29/33
purchase completed Sept 29/35
7 Chinn, Swain & Co 5houses
within 12 mo s as deposit
4 p[er] Cent interest from Sept 29/34
purchase completed Sept 29/35
If any part of purchase completed
before the above 4 p[er] Cent to be

returned

olumn, in the

605 -0-0

216-0-0

132-0-0

1200-0-0

1053-0-0
605-0-0

6985-0-0



6.3  Transcription of a section of a letter by J G Jacks  on, regarding
proposed ‘Garden Seat'.

7 Packington Place Dec r17t 1831

Sir

From your instructions & sketches | send an Elevati  on for a Garden Seat
the /
front & interior of which being cemented & the sid es & back in brickwork
only with /
a Leanto Roof would cost about £105 . If executed | think it would be better
not to introduce the bust in its place in the first Instance as wanton damage
so frequently done to anything placed in such an is olated position.

As to the Estimates for the Mall Walk & Verge | reg  ret that contrary
your wish | should have applied to Culliss, but fro ~ m being totally

unacquainted with planting & ornamental gardening i n all its branches |
could not have furnished you with the required calc ulations but from
information acquired from a respectable source on w hich | could rely. On a
reference to the Estimate /

forwarded amounting to the large of £1115-10-0 you will find the contents of
the Ground computed at rather more than 2% Acres, & in this the trees,
Shrubs /

& planting etc. are only taken at £105____. The line of Acacias & planting 1280
yards long, /

at £21 & 240 yards of post & rail meadow hedge & banking at £67-18-4 so
that on /

this extended scale there could not, on the above i tems, be much exorbitant
excess. /

The great expence arises from the iron railing, & f  ence for shrubs, the gravel
walks /

(the widths of which are given) & these if done as they ought to be done
would become /

expensive under every circumstance.



den Seat’ (bottom left).

Sketch of proposed Newbold Gardens Pavilion or ‘Gar
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6.5 Section of a letter by J G Jackson to Edward Willes, 1832
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6.6 Transcript of a section of a letter by J G Jackson to Edward Willes,
1832

Answd Aug 30 th—EW: No 1 Glocester Street, August 8 t 1832
Sir | have to acknowledge the receipt of yours — dates July 14,16,18&20
The note for Lord Aylesford | left at Mr Greenways  he being from home

and | have no doubt an early answer will arrive. In the event of an

exchange | think the land immediately adjoining his own &bounded on

the South by the back road of the Houses fronting t he Street N in the annexed
plan would be more than the equivalent giving quant ity for quantity &
therefore Letts’ purchase or the sale of any other lots on this line need not

be impeded except at the point in the centre where his Lordship might

probably require a Road

As to the Clause in Letts Agreement providing that no buildings
shall be erected on the ground opposite his lots | believe it stands thus
“that no Dwelling House, Stable or Shop, shallbe e  rected” & it would not
consequently /
interfere with the putting up a Garden Seat or any ornamental appendage
of the kind. | was obliged to insert such a clause as he pressed very strongly
for it wishing to extend the same to the whole leng th of the line. It is
however restrictive only as far as his frontage ext  ends (80 feet) & the
endeavor /
to get rid of this would raise a suspicion that it was intended at some
period to erect buildings on the South side of the Road. This was done by
Peasnall in Quarry Field & consequently builders ar e more circumspect on
the subject. It is necessary | should state that su  ch an opinion once
entertained /

would | have no doubt be most fatal to the sale alo ng this Terrace Line & you
will be pleased to give me your directions on this subject in your next | do

not expect any present sales on the Terrace but | s hould not venture to close
/ with an offer subjected to the above restrictions until I had received your

sanction, and | know no purchasers will treat witho ut requiring such a
guarantee. | did so in the case of Letts because it was of the utmost
importance that no obstacle should occur which migh t have allowed such
an impression to get abroad



6.7 Newbold Terrace in the early 1900s

PH, 350/1281, img: 1042 (3/1003)
© Warwickshire County Record Office



6.8 Cumberland Terrace, Regent's Park, London, by Thoma s Hosmer Shepherd c1827



6.9 Euston Place, Leamington, built in 1834

LEAMG : M1713.1944 (69/18445)
Print by J Brandard

Courtesy of Leamington Spa Art Gallery & Museum (Wa  rwick District Council)



6.10 The Parade, Leamington

LEAMG : M3746.1993.13 (69/18757)
Leamington by George Rowe (1797-1864)

Courtesy of Leamington Spa Art Gallery & Museum (Wa  rwick District Council)



6.11 An Archery Contest in Jephson Gardens in 1857

LEAMG : M3328.1976 (69/18564)
Courtesy of Leamington Spa Art Gallery & Museum (Wa  rwick District Council)



6.12 Archery in the Jephson Gardens

Courtesy of the Royal Leamington Spa Business Direc  tory



6.13 Letter from J G Jackson, outlining the proposed dev elopment of
Newbold Gardens, including a Ground for Archery.

CR4141/Q5/E1/153/p1
© Warwickshire County Record Office



CR4141/Q5/E1/153/p2
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6.14 Transcript of a letter from J G Jackson, outlining the proposed
development of Newbold Gardens, including a Ground for Archery.

Oct[obe] '25 EW 1 Bath Place Oct[obe] r3rd 1833

Sir

| have to acknowledge yours of the 19, 23 & 24 ult the first contains
the message to be delivered verbatim to M r Downes and to which as he is
now in correspondence with you. | have no doubt you will receive an
answer. The Ground towards Witnash Hill | will exam  ine with reference
to its fitness as a Burial Ground and report thereu  pon. The access to
Mr Reads ground will most possibly be obtained by M r Shipton.

Any plan M r Robinson may form for a Lodge adjoining the Newbol d
Bridge will no doubt be highly effective but the si tuation is such
as to require much care and attention as also a ver y perfect
knowledge of the scite.  Your instructions & sketch for an ornamental
arrangement of the Ground East of the Newbold Bridg e Road
will present many difficulties in execution the slo pe being so
steep and precipitous. The Ground above (i e North of this slope])]
would be admirably calculated for Archery and the b eauty of all
this Ground is such that | think the Public would b e pleased
with it were it left almost in the present state. A gravel walk

or two being made on the level Ground and a few flo wer beds
being introduced leaving the slopes untouched. The necessary
removal of soil to gain access from M " Nashs oo Road

to the building Ground on this side will again be a serious but
inevitable expence from the unfortunate position of this road.

The Estimates you required | will obtain butlamn  ow most

desirous get that which has hitherto been attempted in a complete
state and | would earnestly beg to be permitted to do this and have
time to forward the Accounts for the same before en gaging

upon the Ground East of the Newbold Bridge Road as the alteration
of the Footpath from the Mill, the Plank Bridge ove  r and Embank
ment to it, the removal of the old Park fence and e nclosure

of the new Ground with the same, the purchase of th e Tents

hire of tables & chairs as also the attendance of F essey & Harris

are all items which will mount up to some considera ble
expence which | am most desirous to place before yo u
previous to any further proceedings. The necessity of pushing
forward all that has hitherto been done has and sti Il prevents
me from getting these Accounts together but | will lose no time
in so doing. For the expence of planting the Ground North of

the Spinney | must necessarily obtain some informat ion it



[Page 2]

having been an entirely new undertaking for me. Fro m Cullis’

bill I find that for what has been done in levellin g laying

forming & cutting turf (5000 yards) raising the gro  und & removing the
soil he charged £60__ for the forming & making the Gravel Walk

£80. Clumps Plants Planting & Cartage £105. For quicki ng

500 yards with Hollies interpersed 12. 10. 0 . He charges for keeping
this Ground in order from April until the presentt  ime this being

6 Summer Months 17£ for which he has given me a detailed Accl[oun]

of the mens time, he calculates the remaining winte r months
would cost about half that sum making about £25 per Annum.
For the flower bed now made round the pedestal for the

Bust he has charged £1. 15. 0 . The foregoing items will give

some idea of the expence incurred in making & keepi ng

in order this ground. The remainder next the Spinne vy |

should have no idea of preserving in such a dressed appearance
but conceive could keep Fessey &Harris partly engag ed

in forming the gravel walks according to the plan b efore
arranged & in cleaning up the Ground generally prep aratory

to an ensuing Season for | regret to say the presen t

opening does not promise much success for this year

Many persons have visited the place and admire its

beauties but observe on the want of an appearance o f

finish most probably as an excuse for not subscribi ng.

From these causes | have not proceeded further in

a Rustic Lodge or box than to send the annexed

sketch which if it seems the sort of structure you

would approve | could proceed with during the

ensuing Spring. | have essayed to make the ground

look as well as | can & | hope it will prove attrac tive.
Whenever the Chamois arrive | will use the utmost

personal endeavor to preserve them and to make them

increasing objects of attraction and shall be glad of

every instruction as to their mode of feeding & hab its to



[Page 3]

[sketches: 2 elevations & a floor plan]
enable me to do this.
As regards further sales of the
Leamington Ground | feel the
prudence & propriety of seeing those
already made securely compleated
& | would only wish to prosecute
farther sales as seizing the favorable disposition
of purchasers on your land and as securing those
opportunities which might not again occur. | have
now rather singularly three applications for land
the very Newbold Terrace East line for which you ha ve
sent the sketch for ornamenting the ground in front
Letts is naturally very desirous of possessing the  opposite
corner to the three houses he has now built and if you shfoul] d
feel it may be done with propriety | think he is en titled

[Page 4]
to a favorable consideration for the Ground. If you will name your terms
for a sufficient frontage he would engage to erect on it a Gothic
Villa according to the Sketch | have now sent with which he is
greatly pleased. Such a building would | think grea tly add
to the appearance of the land. A M r Pritchard a respectable

Surgeon of Leamington directs me also to offer 12 s per yard
for three lots on the centre of this line on the us  ual
conditions viz a deposit of 10 p[e] "Cent &to pay 5 p[e] rCentinfteres] !

[address written vertically upwards in centre of sh eet]

Par Paris
A
Mons'
Mons ' Edwd Willes
Messrs Hentsch
Banquiers
Geneve

Single sheet
on the purchase remaining unpaid after the first 12 months.

A third party also purposes calling on me with an e xtensive
proposal for this land. | have promised to ask & ob tain your
terms for this ground and | may speak of all the pa rties



as responsible men.
| have this morning a letter notifying the arrival
of the marbles & that they are forwarded to me.

| remain Sir
Your greatly obliged & Obed[ien] t Serv[an]!
E. Willes Esq[uile M Pritchards 3 lots J G Jackson

at his terms would amount to about £1000



6.15 Proposed design for Newbold Gardens by the architec t, J G Jackson, 1833

CR4141/Q5/E1/43/p2&3
© Warwickshire County Record Office



6.16 Transcription of a letter by J G Jackon, with a pro posed design for
Newbold Gardens

No 1 Bath Place Aug 9 1833

[Page 1 with EW comments]

I
Cullis 257 - 10

Mr Levy £60 Wharfs accepted Land refused
£317.10 Order for Wilcox & Cullis. EWp:
£

to be paid of 1000 at Warwick EW

| have received yours dates July 30 & 31  st| should have returned an
immediate answer to the former which contained Mr B arbers letter
but that Gentleman being in Leamington | spent much of the day
with him in considering the plans you wish carried into execution
| now forward a plan arranged as nearly as | possib ly can to your
instructions on the subject but must first observe that it is quite
impossible | could get even the skeleton buildings you name fit
for use or occupation before the season <has elapse d>in
which they would alone /
be resorted to. It is now the 9 t Augt. and ten weeks would bring

in November with all its gloom. Were all the ground in such order

that | should only have to commence immediately bui lding operations
it would require all the time | have named (10 week s to get one

of the Pavilions completely ready for use, and with a spot so
sequestered in character & so unequal in surface | shall have

very much to do before getting into any order for t he structures

you wish executed.
An inspection of the present plan will | think show that
but little variation is required in the present wal k to render

it of a very attractive character. The dotted line from 1 to 2 shews
where | would propose such variation and | would al so widen it

to 9 feet. For the Walk R | would also obtain Mr Ru  ssells Contract
and proceed with accordingly but the lower walk D w hich will
require a great deal of embankment and ground work might

be left to proceed with when the others are complet ed. The Circus
and Buildings | have tried to plan so as to adapt t hem to the best
scite & their position as now shewn has been determ ined by

the assistance of Mr Barber. In obtaining access to the Knoll

East of Newbold Bridge Road | have varied from your instructions

by forming a tunnel under the Road __ instead of a Swiss Bridge




across which would materially interfere with the pr esent Road,
besides being from its extent & span a matter of mu ch difficulty
The spot is most peculiarly adapted for such an app roach when
considered in connection with the Sculpture you wis hto

introduce as also forming a very picturesque mode 0 f approach
to the Swiss Cottage. | have endeavored to plan thi s as all the
accompaniments to scale and adapted to the actual s cite

The expense would | fear far exceed your wishes but | will

lose no time in forwarding the requisite Estimates for your
Consideration. In forming the Bridge of Communicati on
between the present Meadow and the Spinney | should have to
make an inclined plane of considerable extent on ea ch side
the Mill Footpath to afford anything like a tolerab le ascent

& at the same time to get head way below for the pu blic footpath
which | shall be obliged to do. It is such accident al inequalities
of surface which create expences | can hardly fores ee or

[page 2 bottom of page 3 below plan]

calculate upon in my Estimates which make me fear e ngaging in
these works | am fully aware of their importance to Leamington
but know that to do them well must acquire a consid erable outlay
& if not well done they will not meet the expectati ons

Mr Barber has communicated respecting his additiona I
proposal for purchase and does not object to take o ne Acre at

[p3 at bottom of of page 4]

£500 but is not disposed to exceed such price. He b egs me also
to say he would not be prepared to make present pay ment
for the same
Mess's Whitehouse & Sam[ue]l & Geo[rge] Letts have again made
an offer for the Land in your Newbold Bridge Road n ear the Turnpike
Road and opposite the Lot purchased by Lovell. For this they
would give £750 _p" Acre subject to the restrictions of their
former offer
They would also each take a Wharf at 30£ p[e]r Annu m
for a Lease of 63 years undertaking to put the pres  ent Road to

[p3 left hand side of page 4]
the Farm in the proper state of repair necessary fo r Wharf uses

on condition of being allowed a deduction of 5£ per Annum
each from the Rental for two years.



Mr Barber will be obliged by your early answer
| remain Sir
Your greatly obliged & obed[ient] t Serv[an]t
J G Jackson
E. Willes Esge
Mr Prosser has not
made any further offer since my communication to hi m

[down right edge page 4]

Wilcox has been making the road across Flat Ground
to afford access to the Brickmakers Yard. His Contr  act was
at 10s pr Yard for [?] 120 yards and it forms the continuati  on of
the South Parade. If you will be so good as to send an order
for the amount of £60 __ it will serve him greatly

[Description of plan on page 2]

A- Bridge of Communication
B- Small Temple
C- Original upper walk widened to allow 3 people abrea st
D- New walk to be made & carried by embankment

where necessary above Floods
E- Reading Room
F- Billiard Room
G- Entrance with seats on each side
H- Colonnade of Rustic Timber work
I- Circus formed in Ground work
K- Alteration in line of present Wood walk to fall in with Circus
L- Large Ash Trees
M- Tunnel under Newbold Bridge Road

N Artificial Cave to receive the lion sculptured in the Rock

O Present walks on top of the Knoll leadingtoth e Large Oak P

Q Swiss Cottage with Museum & a Gallery in front  overlooking
the River

R Walk to be formed above Spinney

S Entrance to Centre Buildings

T Pool which may be made ornamental shewn in the sketch |
forwarded of Newbold Terrace & Letts’ Houses

V Ground nearly 8 feet above Newbold Bridge Road which Mr Russell

will remove time being given



6.17 Proposed design for Newbold Terrace and Shell Leys by J G Jackson, November 1831

CR4141/Q5/E1/45/p2
© Warwickshire County Record Office



6.18 Proposed design for Newbold Terrace and Shell Leys from a sketch sent by Edward Willes, October 1831

CR4141/Q5/E1/45/p4
© Warwickshire County Record Office



6.19 Transcript of a letter by J G Jackson, regardingt  he design of
Newbold Terrace and Shell Leys

7 Packington Place

November16/1831
Sir
| have received a communication from the Rev d Rowland Hill
who is desirous of purchasing a piece of Ground 20 Yards square

adjoining the chapel lately built. The spot he want s (which

is for a burial Ground) is colored yellow on the ac companying
plans and for the 400 yards he offers 6 s per yard present
payment. | have told him that | will give him the

earliest answer which | can obtain from you & of

course from his great age (88) every day is of impo rtance

to him. The Ground may very well be parted with as it
does not at all interfere with any general arrangem ent
provided you do not object to the price & as the op posite

piece was sold for 6 s per Yard | presume the same
price would do in this instance.

| send two plans of the Ground the first
made out from your instructions & sketch as given i n
the letter dated Oct r22[nd and the second being that
which | conceive the better mode of following up th e
same idea. You wish me to go over the Details on th e
Ground & to send any observations or objections whi ch
may occur & | therefore hope you will excuse my pur suing
this course. It seems to me on this plan thatthe S outh
side of Edwards Place & Marlbro’ Buildings is wholl 'y
composed of the Stables attached to the front line of
Houses & that by keeping the margin of 100ft in bre adth
next Regent Grove there is little space for Houses  adjoining
the Avenue of Trees. | have put the Boarding House in
the Centre of a Square & | think it stands well. On the
South side of the River | think more Ground is give n
up to the Public than is in any case necessary & th at
consequently the expence in planting & laying out t he
same might be reduced at the same time with
advantage to the Plan

| have looked very carefully over the Ground

& from such observation & reference to your plan &
instructions have formed the second arrangement whi ch

[page 2, written bottom of page 3]



| send. The Trees next Regent Grove are in every wa Yy too valuable to the
place & to yourself to suffer any injury & there be ing a double Row | think a
Public Walk to be entered from the Union Parade at A with a carriage

Drive having on the South side a range of ornamenta | or fancy shops
would be very attractive & on looking at the object ionable buildings on the
opposite side of the Regent Grove, they are so few In number &might be
so effectually screened by a close fence or quick h edge that | do not
think they would materially affect the whole. This Promenade in fine
weather would be very delightful& would lead the Co mpany well

round your Ground. Next the Union Parade | place 3 villas. This would
preserve all the trees along the line & would make a very ornamental
addition to the Parade. | skirt the whole of the pl an with Villas

as it enables me to preserve a better outline with the connected

[page 2, written top of page 3]

Buildings. | have formed a small square or place ne xt the Holly Grove
| have placed a Boarding House as you have planned it & also
a Villa centering with the great line of frontage

The plan on the South side of the River will expla in itself
& | make use of the angles formed by the direction of the new Road
as Villa land & also getting a Crescent facing the London Place
planned by Mr Nash.

| shall be glad to have your answer to the Rev ~ dMr Hill

| remain Sir Your respectful & highly obliged
Serv[an]t. J G Jackson



6.20 Plan by J G Jackson, 1832
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6.21 Plan by J G Jackson, 1832
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© Warwickshire County Record Office



7 Evaluating Your Project

7.1  The five Generic Learning Outcomes are:

Knowledge and Understanding

Knowing what or about something

Learning facts or information

Making sense of something

Deepening understanding

How museums, libraries and archives operate
Making links and relationships between things

Skills

Knowing how to do something
Being able to do new things
Intellectual skills

Information management skills
Social skills

Communication skills

Physical skills

Attitudes and Values

Feelings

Perceptions

Opinions about ourselves (e.g. self esteem)
Opinions or attitudes towards other people
Increased capacity for tolerance

Empathy

Increased motivation

Attitudes towards an organisation (e.g. museum, arc hive or library)
Positive and negative attitudes in relation to an e xperience

Enjoyment, inspiration, creativity
Having fun,
being surprised
Innovative thoughts,
Creativity
Exploration, experimentation and making.
Being inspired



Activity, behaviour, progression

What people do

What people intend to do

What people have done

Reported or observed actions

A change in the way that people manage their lives

7.2 The three Generic Social Outcomes are:
1. Stronger and safer communities
2. Health and well-being

3. Strengthening public life

7.3  Evaluation: to evaluate your project you will need to measure
the impact on both individuals and the wider commun ity.

To identify individual learning outcomes:

Generic Learning Outcomes describe the impact a pro ject has on
an individual. Consider how your project meets the above GLOs

Decide what evidence you need to gather

Choose method of data collection e.g. written quest lonnaire,
recording oral responses, etc

Analyse and evaluate the data collected

To identify social outcomes:

Generic Social Outcomes describe the impact a proje ct has on
the wider community. Consider how your project cont ributes to
one or more of the above GSOs

Decide what evidence you need to gather

Choose method of data collection e.g. written quest lonnaire,
recording oral responses, etc

Analyse and evaluate the data collected



8 Evaluation Questionnaire Template

How did you enjoy the local heritage project?

Please read the statements below and tick the box t hat you feel is most appropriate.
Strongly Agree Neither Disagree Strongly
agree agree nor disagree
disagree
1 The project was very [ [ ]2 13 [la 15
interesting
2 | felt involved/engaged by [1 []2 []3 [ a []5
the project
3 | discovered some new (1 [ ]2 []3 [ a []5
information
4 | found out ways to do local []1 (]2 [ ]3 [ ]a [ s

history research

5 | gained a greater awareness []1 (]2 [ ]3 [ ]a [ s
of the history and
development of my locality

6 My feelings and emotions [ [ ]2 13 [la L5
were engaged

8 | intend to find out more []1 []2 [ ]3 [ ]a [ s
about local history and
heritage

9 | am now more likely to visit []1 []2 [ ]3 [ ]a [ s

the library and/or County
Record Office

10 | would like information about [ 12 13 [la s
further heritage workshops

Any further comments about the project:

To help us understand your answers, the following q  uestions are about you:
Are you male L] female ]

To which age group do you belong?

Under 25 ] 45 - 54 L]
25 - 34 ] 55 - 64 ]
35 - 44 ] over 65 ]

Thank you for your help. Your answers will help us  evaluate our project.



9 Further Information

9.1 Websites:

Leamington History Group:
http://www.leamingtonhistory.co.uk/

Warwickshire County Record Office:
http://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/countyrecordoffice

Windows on Warwickshire:
http://www.windowsonwarwickshire.org.uk/

Warwickshire Local History Society:
http://www.warwickshirehistory.org.uk/index.html

9.2 Books:

Royal Leamington Spa: A History, by Lyndon F Cave, Phillimore
& Co. Ltd, 2009

People & Places: A Collection of Leamington Stories :
researched by Leamington History Group members

Supported by the Leamington History Group
and the Warwickshire County Record Office

Funded by the Heart of England Community Foundation

© Jenny St John February 2011



