


	 	

What is Overview and Scrutiny?

Overview and scrutiny is part of the process 
of checks and balances that ensures the 
Cabinet (the main decision-making body) is 
delivering on its promises.

It also has a role in looking at how 
other public services are delivered in 
Warwickshire. 

Good Overview & Scrutiny

	 •	 Provides ‘critical friend’ challenge to 		
		  policy-makers and decision-makers
	 •	 Enables the voice and concerns of the 	
		  public to be heard
	 •	 Is carried out by ‘independent’ minded 	
		  people who lead and own the scrutiny 	
		  role
	 •	 Drives improvement in public services

Overview and Scrutiny is about … 

increasing accountability,
 improving performance and 

engaging local people

in the organisations whose decisions and 
actions shape their communities.

Overview & Scrutiny is not . . .

	 •	 A witch hunt. It is not about 			 
		  apportioning blame or seeking to 		
		  interrogate people in public.
	 •	 The opposition. Councillors work 		
		  across party boundaries to engage in 	
		  a critical but constructive dialogue with 	
		  the Cabinet.
	 •	 A complaints forum.  Overview and 		
		  Scrutiny focuses on strategic 			 
		  delivery of services not individual 		
		  issues. Concerns about specific 		
		  incidents of poor service should be 		
		  directed to the Council’s complaints 		
		  system.

How Overview and Scrutiny is 
organised

The County Council has a number of 
overview and scrutiny committees each 

looking at different aspects of public 
services.

Details of the membership of the 
committees, when and where they are 

meeting and their terms of reference are 
available on the Council’s website.

www.warwickshire.gov.uk/scrutiny

Access to reports and agendas

Agendas and papers for overview and 
scrutiny committee meetings are available 
on the Council’s website 5 working days in 
advance of the meeting.

Each meeting has a report setting out 
the proposed work programme for the 
committee. This tells you what issues the 
committee will be considering at future 
meetings.

The Committees welcome suggestions 
from the public about issues they should be 
looking at.

Attending meetings

The Committees normally meet in public, but 
there are limited circumstances in which they 
can meet in private to discuss ‘confidential’ 
matters.

The Agenda for a meeting will say whether 
any part of the meeting will be private.

The Committees welcome the attendance 
of the public at their meetings, to ask 
questions, to contribute to specific issues 
the committee are looking at or simply to 
listen to the debate.
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