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STRETTON
-ON-FOSSE
PARISH
BIODIVERSITY
GROUP

INTRODUCTION  Stretton-on-Fosse is a village of around 350 people on the edge of the Cotswolds. It has several
small fields near the village that have unimproved grassland and species rich hedges. 80% of the land area is covered
by two large estates that are mainly arable. These have both been in Countryside Stewardship for many years.

HOW WE WENT ABOUT IT:
A local Naturalist Photographer produced a detailed submission in support of a Parish BAP. With
the leader, they put this to the Parish Council and got its support to form a Biodiversity subgroup
of the Parish Council, covered by PC insurance and eligible for parish funding.
A flyer was sent to each of 180 houses (350 people) advertising a parish meeting to discuss starting
a group to produce a Parish Biodiversity Action Plan; despite an attendance of only 12, local
expertise were discovered and the group was formed.
An ongoing survey of the parish helped to identify 4 projects : two roadside verges, a spinney and
an extension to the cemetery.
An exhibition of Parish Wildlife photos with HBA data and the Parish BAP, with cream teas
provided by the church, raised money.
A local ecologist from Severn Trent Water gave a presentation attended by 25 people.
A second meeting took place at which work parties were formed for the various projects and an
annual programme planned (see below).
An application to the Conservation Fund of District Council ~ for £980 for mowing was successful.

WHAT WE ACHIEVED:
Continuation of ongoing biological recording via the Local Biological Record Centre via County
Recorders.
A spinney planted and path created; also ‘free trees’ planted by school children.
A survey of our ancient trees and a hedgerow survey for Warwickshire Wildlife Trust.
A roadside verge cleared for wildflower management with kind permission of the landowner.
A survey of our bumblebees for Warwickshire Museum, identifying the parish as the second
national stronghold for the UK BAP species B. ruduratus .
Negotiation of tailor-made Higher Stewardship bumblebee field margins with local estate manager.
Involvement of 60 members of the parish in the launch.
8 wildlife walks / talks involving 30 members of the parish including a talk by a surveyor for the
British Bird Atlas.
Our Initial Programme included:

Garden Bird Watch - involving 22 houses - identified 24 species

Winter mammal walk - involving children - footprints only!

Spring Flower Walk - targeted 12 spring species, all were found!

Dawn Chorus Walk - identified 34 species from bird song.

Summer Wildlife Walk -identified many summer wildflowers, also damselflies.

Bat Detecting session - identified Lesser Horseshoe Bat.

Moth Trapping Evening - produced several interesting species including Garden Tiger Moth.
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WHAT THE BENEFITS TO BIODIVERSITY WILL BE:
Increase in flora & fauna associated with sympathetically managed roadside verges — 13 species
appeared after the clearance.
Increase in all wildlife associated with woodland plantation.
Increase in nectar field marains specifically for rare bumblebees also benefiting butterflies & moths

ADVICE AND CONTACT:
David Passingham - group leader - email: davepassingham@hotmail.com
Phill Clayton — local naturalist - email: phillclayton@hotmail.co.uk
Parish Wildlife Website : http://myweb.tiscali.co.uk/phillclayton/index.htm




