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Summary

The aim of the consultation was to gain feedback about the draft Anti-bullying Strategy for
Warwickshire prior to its public launch.

The draft strategy was widely circulated to children, young people, parents, professionals and
the wider community during a 6 week period in May/June 2007.

Over all, response to the strategy was positive. However, some very useful comments were
given and, as a result, the following changes to the strategy are recommended:

e The scope of the strategy to be more clearly defined in relation to young people aged 16-
19

e The definition of bullying to be slightly amended and, in places, simplified

e Three actions to be added to Aim 2, relating to support for external quality assurance
schemes, provision mapping and recognising and addressing the needs of families in
relation to bullying

e The success criteria for Aim 2 to be revised to include the new actions

e An action point to be added to Aim 3, in relation to printing a summary version of the
strategy

e Action point 1 of Aim 4 to be revised to make it clear that practical strategies to support
children who bully and/or have bullied will be included in the multi-agency resource

The amended version of the strategy will be submitted for approval by the AB Partnership. We
aim to publish the final document in November 2007.

NB: THIS REPORT OUTLINES THE MAIN CONSULTATION ACTIVITIES. SOME FURTHER
SMALL AMMENDMENTS WERE MADE TO THE STRATEGY AFTER THIS REPORT WAS
WRITTEN, DURING VARIOUS LATER APPROVAL PROCESSES.
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Introduction

The draft Anti-bullying Strategy for Warwickshire was written by Warwickshire€sAnti-bullying
Partnership (a multi-agency group) in the spring of 2007. The strategy itself aims to eprovide an
overview of how agencies in Warwickshire will address bullying and work towards the vision of
children and young people in the county feeling safe and valued.€ It was developed following
earlier consultation with parents/carers, young people and professionals.

The aim of this phase of consultation was to gain feedback about the final draft from a wider
audience. The consultation period lasted for 6 weeks during May/June 2007 although it was
extended to enable the involvement of some groups who met in early July.

Consultation activities

e The draft strategy was circulated widely by email and through meetings to a range of groups,
for example::

0 Anti-bullying Partnership agencies (see strategy document for a full list)

All schools, including the independent sector

County participation group

Parenting forums (through the Parenting Co-ordinator);

Partnership for Action groups across the county

Schools leadership team

Text2talk steering group

Voluntary and community sector organisations (through Warwickshire Children€s

Fund)

o WCC Black Workers Group

Information about the consultation was also given to all professionals with whom the Anti-

bullying Co-ordinator had contact during the consultation period

e An attempt was made to involve all young people and parents/carers who had been involved
in the initial consultation. To some extent this was achieved, although due to staff changes it
was not possible to find contact details for all of those involved.

e An article was placed in WCC€sTLCémagazine and information was put on the WCC
consultation database and the intranet. Following discussions with the WCC
communications team it was decided not to do a press release about the consultation as
there was concern that it would cause confusion with other overlapping consultaton activites
taking place at the time

¢ All details about the consultation were available to download from the anti-bullying web
pages, including full and summary versions of the document

e Direct consultation, involving 61 young people from across the county, was undertaken by
Warwickshire Children€sFund and the Anti-bullying Co-ordinator
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Response data

Both versions of the consultation document included a section for monitoring. However, in
many cases, this was not completed. The total number of people involved in the responses
received is estimated to be around 100 although exact figures aren€tavailable as some group
responses didn€tspecify numbers. There would appear to be a reasonable mix in terms of
gender and we do know that some respondents are disabled. We do not have sufficient data
about the ethnicity of respondents to comment on that.

Although the numbers involved are a little disappointing, responses were received from a range
of people with different perspectives i.e. young people, parents/carers and professionals.
Anecdotal evidence suggests that many professionals did not respond because they felt it was
good and required no amendments.
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