Case Studies & Other Information
Local Authority Action on Adapting to Climate Change

Wellingborough Climate Change Communications Toolkit

The Wellingborough Partnership has developed a free Toolkit to enable interested parties to hold an hour long event looking at the potential effects of climate change in the Borough of Wellingborough.

In addition to fact sheets and leaflets, the toolkit contains presentations and speaker notes on: 

What is this thing ‘climate change’? 

What has it got to do with me?
Slideshow – what life will be like in the Borough in the year 2080 
For more information see: www.wellingborough.gov.uk/site/scripts/documents_info.php?documentID=485&pageNumber=2#navbox 

Worcestershire County Council, UKCIP Adaptation Wizard in Practice: Red hill Primary School

Red Hill School in Worcestershire is one of the first developments in England to have an adaptation assessment undertaken from the very first design stages.  

The County Council’s architect used the UKCIP Adaptation Wizard to assess climate impacts and produce an adaptation strategy to be applied during the design and construction phases as well as throughout the design life of the building.  

The designs incorporate features in response to:
Higher rainfall in winter

Milder winters
Hotter drier summers

Increased wind speeds/extreme storms

More detailed information on this case study can be found at:

www.ukcip.org.uk/images/stories/Wizard/Wizard_pdfs/redhill_casestudy.pdf 

Kirklees Council – Incorporating adaptation action plans into their EMAS processes

Kirklees Council held a carbon ‘Star Chamber’ (an all-party Budget Briefing Group meeting in June 2008) to examine the carbon impacts of service budgets at which Directors and Heads of Services at Kirklees MC addressed questions about how their budgets address the needs to mitigate AND adapt to climate change.
Adaptation is one for the three key service impacts, along with direct and indirect CO2 emissions, with the key question being asked:   How is your service preparing to adapt to the impacts of climate change, both negative and positive? ( For example, have you considered the impact of hotter days on your outdoor workers, or on members of vulnerable sections of the Kirklees community? )

The adaptation actions being considered through the Star Chamber process will then be developed to form part of the individual services Adaptation Plans being developed as part of the internal EMAS Management Review. 
www.kirklees.gov.uk/community/environment/environment.shtml
Crawley Council: Saving Water in the Hospitality Sector

Crawley receives its water supply from Weirwood reservoir, the river Rother and from several boreholes in the area. In the summer of 2006 following two dry winters the supply was placed under acute pressure with reservoir levels low and the amount of water going to the river Rother reduced significantly via a drought order.

The council decided that whilst households were being urged to save water and were suffering from a hose pipe ban, hospitality businesses should address the profligate water use prevalent in their sector.

The project’s main remit was to audit for and provide water conservation and efficiency measures within premises in Crawley's hospitality sector. Crawley Council had visited 24 premises within the hospitality sector in the summer of 2006, gave recommendations for water saving measures and estimated this would result in 1,750m3 of water saved per year. 

The project found that take up of water efficiency measures was much lower than the Council expected. Four premises were “in the process of installing urinal
controls.” Two premises had fitted Save-a-flush bags. Actual yearly savings will be 453m3 of water at best, 18.8m3 of water per premises per year. 

ech2o carried out detailed water audits of 40 further premises within Crawley’s hospitality sector and implemented water efficiency measures in suitable premises. The ech2o project resulted in:

• 10 sites logged providing valuable data of water use over the next two years.
• 101 Save-a-flush bags fitted (39% of WCs), saving 1,146m3 per year.
• 20 urinal controls installed controlling 63 urinal spaces, saving 2,558 m3 per year.
• Excessive flow rates from taps adjusted in 30 premises, saving 1,092m3 per year.
• Three major leaks identified, saving 269m3.
• Total water savings from ech2o’s work carried out under the BREW project across 431 premises are 5,065m3 per year.
• Average savings of 118m3 of water per premises per year.
• 5,065m3 of water saved is 6,078 kWh of energy saved, resulting in 2,735 kg of CO2 not emitted
Information taken from www.climatesoutheast.org.uk 

Hampshire County Council’s Climate Change Commission of Inquiry

In November 2006, Hampshire County Council established a Commission of Inquiry on climate change recognising that climate change represented the single biggest threat to its vision that: “Within a decade Hampshire will prosper without risking our environment.”

Chaired by The Leader of Hampshire County Council, and with representatives of all three major political parties, business, academia and the media, the Commission was established to address how Hampshire can adapt to become more resilient to the social, economic and environmental impacts of climate change, through the following objectives:

• Identification of potential climate change impacts relevant to Hampshire.
• Identification of international ‘best practice’ in climate change adaptation policy/technology.
• Identification of the role of Hampshire County Council and its partners, in addressing climate change in the region.

It was to do this by considering evidence from a wide range of sources, learning from good practice around the world and focusing on what the County Council and its partners could do to address the impacts of climate change in Hampshire.

Hearings on Physical Environment, Infrastructure, Wellbeing and Society, and Economy were held and evidence from a range of organisations, including businesses, NGOs, members of the public, charities and other Hampshire local authorities were presented to the Commissioners. External experts gave presentations relevant to the hearing topics.

The Commission considered its conclusions in October 2007, and published its findings. These were considered by Hampshire County Council in November 2007, and a set of actions was agreed and adopted. 

Four core areas were identified for development - knowledge gaps, partnership building, education and communication and immediate actions relevant to Hampshire County Council operations. From these, 24 key points for action emerged.

In addition, a new cross-Council policy was adopted that:

“The County Council, through its own operations and in partnership with others, will seek to ensure a resilient sustainable Hampshire by placing climate change considerations at the heart of its decision making processes, its policy development, and its operational activities.”

The agreed actions are now being delivered and the Commission has been retained to meet in the future to monitor progress and receive evidence on any new areas of interest.

For further information see: 

www3.hants.gov.uk/climatechange/climate-change-commission 

The above case study was taken from: 

www.climatesoutheast.org.uk
City of London Adaptation Strategy and Checklist

The Strategy was commissioned by the City of London and drawn together by leading consultants, Acclimatise, in consultation with a wide range of partners. Workshops were held with officers from across the City of London Corporation as well as City stakeholders and neighbouring boroughs, Tower Hamlets, Westminster, Hackney, Islington as well as the Greater London Authority were represented. 
A large workshop was held in July 2006 to identify the major climate risks, which was followed by a number of smaller meetings in August to identify and appraise adaptation actions to address those risks.  The resulting document is a comprehensive and highly accessible piece of work which clearly outlines the major risks from climate change to the City along with recommendations on actions that need to be taken and who should be involved in the delivery. 
The strategy aims to 'climate-proof' the City of London by undertaking a number of actions:
- initiating research and monitoring to help develop appropriate policy and actions on adaptation 
- climate proofing policies, practices, assets and infrastructure; 

- working in partnership with utilities other service providers, public sector bodies, residents 
  and businesses in achieving this. 

The main climate risks the city faces are raised under the following headings; flood risks, water resources, heat risks and pollution and ground conditions. Each section outlines the highest priority risks and corresponding adaptation measures to manage the risks, cross cutting issues and opportunities are also described. 
The appendices outline specific climate risks, and which City Corporation departments are most likely to be impacted by that risk, giving an indication of the severity and likelihood of the threat. 
A key feature of the strategy is the checklist for 'climate-proofing' the City of London Corporation policies and projects. The checklist summarises the main 'climate-proofing' principles that should be considered by the City Corporation Departments when developing policies and projects. This checklist is generic and can be adapted for use by any organisation.
Information taken from www.beacons.idea.gov.uk 
Further information

Websites

Nottingham Declaration Partnership - www.nottinghamdeclaration.org.uk
The Beacon Scheme - www.beacons.idea.gov.uk 

Defra - www.defra.gov.uk/adaptation  

Environment Agency - www.environment-agency.gov.uk  

Local Government Association – www.lga.gov.uk 

Local Government Association Climate Change Commission - http://climatechange.lga.gov.uk 

Natural England - www.naturalengland.org.uk 

UK Climate Impacts Programme - www.ukcip.org.uk 

Selection of guidance documents/reports:

UKCIP guidance notes for NI188 [currently in draft form]
UKCIP (2008)

‘Be aware, be prepared, take action’ How to integrate climate change adaptation strategies into local government

Environment Agency, UKCIP, LGA (2008)

www.lga.gov.uk/lga/publications/publication-home.do 

‘A climate of change’ Final report of the LGA Climate Change Commission

LGA (2008)

www.lga.gov.uk/lga/aio/20631
‘Cutting through green tape’ The powers councils have to tackle climate change

LGA, (2008)

www.lga.gov.uk/lga/publications/publication-home.do 

The London Climate Change Adaptation Strategy - London Assembly and Functional Bodies Consultation Draft

Mayor of London (2008)

www.london.gov.uk/mayor/publications/2008/docs/climate-change-adapt-strat.pdf
‘Climate change adaptation by design’ A guide for Sustainable Communities

Town and Country Planning Association (2007)

www.tcpa.org.uk/bydesign.asp 

‘Your home in a changing climate’ Retrofitting Existing Homes for Climate Change Impacts’

Three Regions Climate Change Group (2008)

www.london.gov.uk/trccg 

The West Midlands Climate Change Action Plan 
West Midlands Regional Assembly (2007)
http://www.wmra.gov.uk/documents/WMidsClimateActionPlan.pdf 

PAGE  
1

