
THE TREES OF WARWICKSHIRE, 
COVENTRY AND SOLIHULL 

 
PART 1 - INTRODUCTION 

 
Steven Falk, 2011 

 

 
 

Common Beech, Packington Park 
 

                                                           



Catalogue of Warwickshire, Coventry and Solihull Trees 

  1

Contents 
 
 
PART 1 - INTRODUCTION  
 

          
- Introduction           2 
- Objectives of the Big Warwickshire, Coventry and Solihull  
  Tree Hunt            2  
- Sources of Information        3 
- What trees and shrubs are covered by this catalogue?    4 
- The evolution of Warwickshire’s modern treescape     5 
- Where to find interesting trees in Warwickshire, Coventry and  
  Solihull           15 
- Identifying, measuring and aging trees      21 
- Champion and near-champions trees in Warwickshire,  
  Coventry and Solihull         26 
- Format and protocols of the species accounts     28 
- Contributors and supporters        29 
- References and further reading                 31 
- Useful organisations and web sites      34 
 

 
PART 2 - SPECIES ACCOUNTS FOR GYMNOSPERMS (CONIFERS) 

PALMS, GINKGO AND TREE FERNS     
   

PART 3 - SPECIES ACCOUNTS FOR BROADLEAVED TREES ( ACACIA  
TO MORUS) 

 
PART 4 - SPECIES ACCOUNTS FOR BROADLEAVED TREES 

(NOTHOFAGUS TO ZELKOVA ) 
                 
PART 5 - TREE COLLECTIONS AND OTHER IMPORTANT TREE 

LOCATIONS IN WARWICKSHIRE, COVENTRY AND SOLIHULL   
 



Catalogue of Warwickshire, Coventry and Solihull Trees 

  2

Introduction 
 
This catalogue is a collection of species accounts for all the trees that have 
been recorded in the modern administrative areas of Warwickshire, Coventry 
and Solihull between 2005 and 2011. By placing this knowledge on paper it is 
hoped to challenge others to add species to the list and to help refine the 
species accounts, either with new key locations, new anecdotal information on 
the individual species, new site lists, or corrections to any of these categories. 
At the end of this catalogue (or as a separate download on the web site), I 
have listed the top local tree sites I currently know and have prepared draft 
species lists for many of these sites. Experience at larger collections like 
Jephson Gardens and Brueton Park shows that it can take many visits to find 
all the types of trees at a site, and sometimes several visits to work out what 
some specimens actually are. Have I have missed any? I have not included 
species held by local garden centres for sale, though these can provide a 
good indication of what is currently being planted in private gardens, and 
examining labelled specimens in garden centres can help you to recognise 
some of the more difficult species and varieties, especially of conifers and 
ornamental shrubs. 
 
Within the species accounts, the geographical or (for hybrids) parental origin 
of the species is noted, also where the finer specimens can be found, and (for 
the harder ones) distinguishing features to note if you think you have found 
one. There is no attempt to compile full distributional data, except for the 
scarcer species, though certain trees are already subject to detailed ongoing 
surveys linked to national initiatives, namely Native Black Poplar, mature elms 
and veteran trees (data kept in separate databases available from the 
Warwickshire Biological Records Centre). An introductory paragraph has also 
been provided for some of the bigger genera, as it avoids repeating certain 
statements in the species accounts and is a useful place to cite certain 
general identification or biological information. 
 
The objective is to produce a comprehensive catalogue of local trees in a free, 
image rich, web-based format that will astound people when they discover just 
how many types of tree are found here, the incredible geographic spread of 
their source, the rarity of certain species in the wild, and the fascinating 
history or biology that relates to many trees. 
 
You will see that some major identification difficulties exist with groups such 
as Magnolia, Betula, Crataegus, Salix, Prunus, Malus, Ulmus, Sorbus, balsam 
poplars, Cornus, Eucalyptus and various conifer genera. Do you have any 
experience of identifying such groups critically? Do you want to acquire 
expertise in any of these groups? If so we would welcome your help.  
 
 



Catalogue of Warwickshire, Coventry and Solihull Trees 

  3

Objectives of the Big Warwickshire, Coventry and So lihull Tree Hunt 
 
A major community engagement project was launched by Warwickshire 
Museum in 2005 to bring together existing tree data plus the many folk 
interested in Warwickshire’s trees. The objectives were as follows: 

·  A paper and web-based catalogue of all the tree species you can find 
in the Warwickshire area, with simple species accounts 

·  Better local recording and appreciation of tree collections and unusual 
trees 

·  Improved recording of trees by local naturalists, tree officers and 
landowners 

·  Better communication between local communities, tree officers, tree 
wardens, landowners and other interested parties – especially where 
this brings about conservation of important trees and tree collections 

·  Better site interpretation of trees e.g. tree labels, information boards, 
tree trails, leaflets and catalogues 

·  Encouraging the creation of new tree collections and improving existing 
ones 

·  More local guided walks, talks and articles featuring trees 
 

 
 
Jephson Gardens June 2006, one of many tree walks provided by Warwickshire Museum to 
promote the Big Tree Hunt. 
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Sources of Information 
 

·  Steven Falk records and correspondence 
·  The ‘Planted Tree’ file held at Warwickshire Museum and maintained 

by Pam Copson in the 1980s and 1990s 
·  Various listings, booklets and leaflets available from local authorities 

and landowners e.g. information for Jephson Gardens and various 
Leamington Spa locations from Warwick District Council, a leaflet for 
London Road Cemetery from Coventry City Council, and leaflets for the 
various National Trust sites in our area  

·  Information from private collectors e.g. David Howells (Milverton), Tom 
Steele (Kenilworth) and key site owners (e.g. Warwick University, 
Compton Verney, National Trust)  

·  Data in the New Atlas of the British and Irish Flora (2003) for native 
and naturalised species 

·  General information from the plethora of tree books that have been 
published  

·  Information from local experts past and present e.g. local tree and 
woodland officers, TPO officers, tree wardens, park rangers and 
botanists 

·  The data within the Tree Register of Britain & Ireland kindly supplied by 
Owen Johnson in 2006 (a mixture of old and modern data) 

·  The internet, which can be a useful source of historical information on 
key tree locations e.g. historic properties, local cemeteries, and also 
contains much useful information on the trees themselves 

 
 

What trees and shrubs are covered by this catalogue ? 
 
There is no neat cut-off point between a tree and a shrub, or a big shrub or 
small shrub, but the coverage of species in this catalogue basically follows 
Johnson & More (2004) and other popular tree guides, which cover all 
obvious trees plus most larger shrubs. Smaller shrubs such as the smallest 
willows, smaller cotoneasters, Pyracantha, Berberis, Pieris, Viburnum etc. 
have not been included. We have included a few larger shrubs not covered by 
Johnson & More, such as larger Ceanothus, Clerodendron and Ptelea, as 
local specimens are often large enough to be considered alongside the 
shrubs that are included, and it could be argued that some larger Viburnum 
ought to have received coverage too. Also following Johnson & More, we 
have included palms, and the woody lily known as Cabbage Palm, even 
though these are not typical trees and are unrelated to other trees. 
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 The evolution of Warwickshire’s modern treescape 
 
The modern treescape of Warwickshire is a highly complex one that arises 
both from natural processes involving native trees in natural settings, through 
to highly artificial tree assemblages entirely created and controlled by 
humans, and sometimes lacking any native species. Had humans not 
intervened, Warwickshire would probably be supporting just twenty-five 
species of tree today. But humans have been introducing non-native ‘outdoor’ 
trees into this area for over two thousand years, and from nearly every part of 
the globe except the Arctic, Antarctic and tropics (though you can find tropical 
trees indoors at places like the Jephson Gardens Glass House in Leamington 
Spa). The result is that one can now find approximately 600 sorts of tree 
locally, plus many ‘cultivars’ (variants of these individual species) and ‘hybrids’ 
(crosses between two or more species). The following summarises the way in 
which our modern treescape evolved following the end of the last Ice Age. 
 
After the Ice Age – the wildwood 
During the last (Devensian) Ice Age, which lasted from about 80,000 to 
12,000 years ago, Warwickshire was treeless tundra affected by frozen soils 
(permafrost) much like the tundra we find today in arctic Europe, Asia and N 
America. When the ice age ended, which was very suddenly, trees gradually 
started to colonise the open landscape, mostly moving in from Continental 
Europe (Britain was still joined to mainland Europe at this point). From 
analysing pollen that got trapped in the peaty wetlands of this period, we know 
that the first species to colonise were Aspen, birches and ‘sallows’ (the 
smaller willows with rounder leaves).  
 

  
 
Aspen (left) and birches (right) were some of the first trees to colonise Britain following the 
end of the last Ice Age. 
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Scots Pine and Hazel then moved north and started to replace these earlier 
species. This was the birth of a cover of woodland across the British Isles 
known as the ‘wildwood’. Oak and Alder, then Small-leaved Lime and Wych 
Elm, then Ash and Field Maple also eventually moved north and became 
important elements of the wildwood in what is known as the ‘Atlantic Period’. It 
is unlikely that the wildwood was a closed canopy, the grazing of animals 
would almost certainly have promoted some areas of grassland, and wetlands 
would have been far more extensive than today. Small-leaved Lime was the 
‘climax’ tree species (the tree species that eventually dominates in the 
absence of any human intervention) in many parts of southern lowland Britain 
during this period, with the proportion of other species dictated by soil 
conditions and the rate at which they could spread north. Beech and 
Hornbeam, now familiar species in Warwickshire, may never reached the 
Midlands naturally but were important trees in the south-east of England. 
Other trees such as Norway Maple would almost certainly have become 
British if the formation of the English Channel and North Sea had not blocked 
their way. Oak, surprisingly, was not the natural climax tree species in many 
parts of the wildwood and Sessile Oak may have been more frequent than 
English Oak in the local wildwood (though it is now much the scarcer).  
 

  
 
Small-leaved Lime (left) and Sessile Oak (right) are likely to have been two of the dominant 
trees in the ‘wildwood’ that once covered Warwickshire before the Neolithic clearance and 
modification of local woodland by humans started. 
 
From wildwood to managed woodland 
The wildwood was a natural, ‘climax’ woodland i.e. fully mature woodland 
unable to change further, and it was not significantly influenced by humans for 
some four thousand years. Forest clearance in Britain began about 6000 
years ago and is associated with a sharp and widespread decline in elm, 
which may be attributable to an early outbreak of Dutch elm disease, possibly 
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promoted by the opening up of woodland by Neolithic people. Woodland loss 
was most rapid in river valleys and on lime-rich soils during the Iron Age, and 
Rackham (1976) estimates that over half of Britain’s wildwood could have 
been lost by 500BC. It is likely to have resulted both from tree felling and 
through increased grazing by stock, which can prevent new tree seedlings 
from establishing (especially in species such as Small-leaved Lime) and 
eventually kill off woodland. Within Warwickshire, woodland loss seems to 
have been most rapid and extensive in the south and east (the area we now 
know as the ‘Feldon’) and this area may have had little more woodland by the 
end of the Romano-British period than it does today. But the woodland in the 
north and west of our area (the ‘Arden’), which is mostly located on poorer 
and more acidic soils, survived much longer, and this area contains many 
more woods even to this day.  
 
No unmodified wildwood survives locally today, though some local ‘ancient’ 
woods (i.e. woods that predate 1600) may represent modified remnants of 
wildwood, representing areas that have had continuous woodland cover 
stretching back nearly 10,000 years. This is particularly likely in those woods 
still supporting Small-leaved Lime and Sessile Oak (e.g. Piles Coppice and 
Oversley Wood). Other local ancient woods may have expanded or arisen 
anew from abandoned farmland following the Black Death of 1349 and other 
sources of economic disruption that reduced the local human population.  
These woods generally lack Small-leaved Lime and Sessile Oak. Some of our 
wet alder woods along water courses may also have great antiquity, as it 
would have been difficult to systematically clear them all, given their 
waterlogged nature.    
 
Anglo-Saxon and medieval Warwickshire 
Woodland loss clearly continued during the Anglo-Saxon and medieval 
periods, though it is not easy to determine how much woodland existed then, 
how it was being used, and the relative abundance of different tree species in 
the woods and open landscapes. Evidence such as the 1086 Domesday Book 
sheds some light on the matter, but tends not to be comprehensive in the 
amount of woodland it records and can mislead. In the Domesday Book, for 
example, woodland assigned to a named estate might actually be many miles 
away from the estate house, but is not necessarily given a location. 
Fortunately, work by Dr Sarah Wager (1998) has used a variety of evidence in 
an attempt to evaluate the extent and type of woodland in medieval 
Warwickshire and the Anglo-Saxon period that preceeded it. She has 
demonstrated that the south and east had some woods not present today, but 
also lacked some post-medieval woods that survive today. But much more 
woodland was present in the Arden area, reflecting the slower loss of 
wildwood on the poorer soils here.  
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A map of Warwickshire showing the concentration of place names that indicate historic 
woodland (green) and historic heathland and common land (red circles) within the Arden 
zone. 
 
Old place names surviving today also provide an evocative indication of the 
past treescape of Anglo-Saxon and medieval Warwickshire. The Old English 
words ‘ley’ and ‘hurst’ denote wooded areas that were present in the Anglo-
saxon period, and such place names are widely found in the Arden (e.g. 
Honiley, Shrewley, Corley, Nuthurst, Burnthurst) but only rarely in the Feldon 
or Cotswolds fringe (e.g. Ratley, Loxley). Within the Arden, such woodland 
place names eventually came to reside beside many other, later place names 
indicating the presence of open heaths and commons (place names 
containing ‘Common’, ‘Heath’, ‘Moor’, ‘Green’, ‘End’). It suggests that by 
medieval times Arden woodland was very discrete, named, privately owned 
and heavily exploited by coppicing (the process by which regrowth from tree 
stumps is regularly harvested). Much Arden woodland appears to have been 
lost during the medieval period, possibly as a result of overgrazing, and there 
also appears to have been a strong tradition of woodland pasture in the Arden 
(grazing land with scattered mature trees). This includes a number of deer 
parks, some of which were established by the Normans as a source of 
venison (nicely indicated in the Sheldon Tapestry on display at Warwickshire 
Museum. Packington Park is a medieval deer park that survives with its deer 
today, and together with Stoneleigh Deer Park (a former deer park which is no 
longer managed as such) contains Warwickshire’s finest collections of veteran 
trees, some of which exceed 600 years in age. 
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A section of the Sheldon Tapestry (housed at Warwickshire Museum) showing several deer 
parks in the Kenilworth area, including the Chase, Wedgnock (‘Wedgnoke’) Park and Grove 
Park. 
 
Anglo-Saxon and medieval trees were not just confined to woods and pasture 
woodland, but would have occurred in hedges, along water courses and 
around settlements. The hedges of the Arden tend to be much older than 
those of the Feldon and frequently contain ‘woodland’ species such as Hazel, 
Small-leaved Lime, Wych Elm and Wild Service Tree. If such hedges did once 
occur in the Feldon (which researchers such as Dr Wager believe may have 
been the case), they must have been lost early on, because this part of 
Warwickshire became dominated by hedgeless open field systems from the 
early medieval period until the Parliamentary Enclosure Acts of 1750-1850 
(see below). But the Feldon would almost certainly have featured Alder and 
willows along its water courses and within any wetlands, and perhaps even 
Black Poplar, though it is far from clear how native this latter tree is to 
Warwickshire. Oak and Ash would surely have occurred in places too, though 
the status of elms is less clear, and English Elm may have been a tree of 
Enclosure Act hedges rather than the open fields systems that preceeded 
them. 
  
The earliest introductions 
Neolithic people had started cultivating trees and moving useful species 
beyond their natural range several thousand years ago. It is suspected that 
trees such as White Willow and Crack Willow are not true natives of Britain, 
but ‘archaeophytes’ that were introduced in pre-Roman times. The Romans 
introduced a further suite of species, notably Sweet Chestnut for its nuts and 
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probably English Elm to train vines up (though a few workers still regard 
English Elm as native). But the Warwickshire’s treescape remained 
dominated by native species for many centuries, and it was not until the 
the1600s that significant numbers of non-native species (including Horse 
Chestnut and Sycamore) start to appear. From this point on, the number of 
introductions progressively increased as seeds and cuttings were introduced 
from Europe and eventually N America and Asia.  
 

  
 
Sweet Chestnut and Walnut were both early introductions due to the edible nuts they 
produce. 
 
Capability Brown and the early landscape architects  
The 18th Century was a particularly important period in the shaping of 
Warwickshire’s treescape, perhaps reflecting the increasing popularity of 
hunting and shooting. One man in particular stands out as having left us a 
remarkable legacy. Lancelot ‘Capability’ Brown was born in Northumberland 
in 1716. In his teens he became a gardening apprentice in a large estate and 
eventually became employed by Lord Cobham at the great Stowe Park, 
Buckinghamshire, where he was encouraged to develop the grand, 
naturalistic forms of landscaping that were becoming the trend. He soon 
started to submit ideas for neighbouring estates such as Wakefield Lodge and 
eventually more complicated concepts for estates further afield, including 
Warwickshire’s Newnham Paddox and Warwick Castle. In the 1750s he 
moved to Hammersmith where he came into much closer contact with plant 
importers and traders such as Robert Furber and James Lee. This was an 
exciting period with new trees being bought in from many parts of the world. 
He eventually teamed up with Henry Holland, a master mason, to develop his 
landscape style which incorporated features such as follies. His first 
independent project took place in 1751, and he then went on to design over 
170 parks. 
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In addition to Newnham Paddox and Warwick Castle, other Warwickshire 
sites designed or modified by Brown include Charlecote Park, Compton 
Verney, Coombe Abbey, Packington Park and Ragley Hall. Many of these 
sites were already deer parks. Brown incorporated many of the mature trees 
(some of which survive today as veterans and clearly predate Brown’s period) 
and added serpentine lakes, blocks of woodland (spinneys and coverts), 
undulating grasslands and new specimen trees. Cedar of Lebanon, English 
Oak, Common Lime, Sweet Chestnut, London Plane and apparently elms (the 
last eradicated by Dutch elm disease at local sites) were amongst his 
favorites. He became known as 'Capability' Brown because of his habit of 
extolling the capabilities or potential of landscapes he surveyed, and he 
collaborated with the great Gothic architect Sanderson Miller (who lived at 
Radway Grange below Edge Hill) on a number of projects. Further important 
landscapers who influenced Warwickshire sites subsequent to Brown included 
Humphrey Repton (Stoneleigh Abbey) and William Gilpin (Arbury Hall), and 
sites such as Farnborough Park and certain local Victorian estates also 
exhibit a Brownian style of landscaping.  
 

 
 
Veteran Common Limes, probably planted by Sanderson Miller in the 1740s, grace the Edge 
Hill escarpment above Radway Grange. 
 
The Parliamentary Enclosure Acts 
Whilst the first landscape architects were weaving their magic around stately 
homes, another great revolution was taking place elsewhere in the 
Warwickshire countryside. Some parts of lowland England, including the 
south and east of Warwickshire, had been comprised of essentially 
hedgeless, open field systems for centuries. But from 1750 until 1850, a 
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series of Parliamentary Enclosure Acts legislated the enclosing of these open 
fields by new hedgerow planting. This had a major influence on the treescape 
of Warwickshire, spreading trees such as Common Hawthorn, Blackthorn, 
Crab Apple, Ash and elms (epecially English Elm) within a landscape that had 
probably been more treeless than anything we see in Warwickshire today. It 
was not the first time that hedges had been established upon open-field 
systems in Warwickshire (enclosure is recorded from the late medieval period 
onwards), but it happened with unprecedented speed and efficiency, resulting 
in the pattern of large, neat hedges we now see throughout the south and 
east of Warwickshire. It also affected the hedgeless commons and heaths that 
formerly existed within the Arden such as Balsall Common and Corley Moor. 
But these Enclosure Act hedges are rather different to the much older hedges 
of the Arden, lacking hedgebanks and rarely with woodland trees such as 
Hazel or Holly.  
 
The Victorians and their adoration of trees  
The Victorian period has left one of the richest and most interesting tree 
legacies in the Warwickshire area, and it is still featured at several hundred 
parks, larger gardens, churchyards, cemeteries and historic properties. An 
unprecendented use of non-native trees in new planting took place, reflecting 
the worldwide exploits of Victorian plant hunters and traders, combined with 
what appears to have been genuine rivalry between many landowners to 
outdo each other’s treescapes with large and unusual trees. The planting of 
large conifers became especially fashionable during this period. From North 
America, Warwickshire gained Giant Redwood (Wellingtonia), Coast 
Redwood, Douglas Fir, Western Hemlock, several pines (notably Weymouth, 
Monterey, Ponderosa), Grand Fir, Lawson Cypress, Western Red Cedar, 
Nootka Cypress and Incense Cedar. Monkey Puzzle came from South 
America. Some of these American trees grow so fast and large that they now 
appear as old as Brownian trees planted a century earlier. A layman would 
never imagine that Compton Verney’s Wellingtonia avenue is a relatively 
recent feature compared with some of the cedars there. From Europe, North 
Africa and Asia, we gained Deodar, Atlas Cedar, a variety of pines (notably 
Corsican, Austrian, Bhutan), Hinoki Cypress, Sawara Cypress, several silver 
firs (notably Caucasian and Spanish) and Oriental Spruce. Non-native 
broadleaves much used by the Victorians locally included certain oaks 
(notably Turkey, Holm, Red), Horse Chestnut, Sycamore, Silver Pendent 
Lime, False Acacia and Norway Maple.  
 
Hybrids such as London Plane, Common Lime, Red Horse Chestnut, 
Lucombe Oak and early Hybrid Black Poplars were also becoming more 
popular at this time. Beech was introduced into many new parts of Britain, and 
most of Warwickshire’s older specimens of these varieties appear to have an 
early Victorian origin, though a few eighteenth century Common Limes, 
London Planes, Beeches and Horse Chesnuts can be found locally. There 
may have been other shorter-lived species such as ornamental cherries and 
apples in Victorian schemes, though these have long since gone. Some of the 
finest examples of Victorian planting locally can be found at Leamington’s 
Jephson Gardens and nearby Regency properties, Warwick Cemetery, 
Coventry’s London Road Cemetery, Hampton Manor (Hampton in Arden), 
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Wootton Court (Leek Wootton), Coombe Abbey’s arboretum, Brownsover Hall 
(near Rugby), Newbold Revel (Brinklow), Honington Hall (near Shipston on 
Stour) and Bitham Hall (Avon Dassett). 
 

 
 
Giant Redwoods (Wellingtonias) are some of the most conspicuous legacies of Victorian tree 
planting and are much younger than their trunk girths would suggest. 
 
Twentieth Century coniferisation and municipal plan ting 
The introduction of new tree species and hybrids did not stop with the end of 
the Victorian period, but it became harder to find new ones that could outshine 
those already in popular use and a greater emphasis was placed on finding 
and developing new commercial timber species. Conifers such as European 
Larch, European Silver Fir, Norway Spruce and Scots Pine were already 
being used in plantations on a limited scale. But following World War I, the 
Forestry Commission planted up huge swathes of moorland, heathland and 
ancient woodland with such conifers and started trialling new conifer species 
and broadleaves such as hybrid poplars. Many such plantations still survive in 
Warwickshire, notably Birchley Hays Wood (Meriden), Brandon Wood (Binley 
Woods) and Monks Park/Birchley Woods (Atherstone). Some of these timber 
trees were also used in municipal and landscape planting. Post-Victorian 
Norway Spruce, European Larch, Lodgepole Pine, Sitka Spruce and hybrid 
Black Poplars can all be found in local parks, larger gardens and cemeteries. 
Also linked to the need to make Britain more self-sufficient in food and timber, 
much grubbing out of hedges took place following World War II, and parts of 
Warwickshire appear to have been quite badly affected, which would have 
altered the treescape of many rural areas, undoing the work of the Enclosure 
Acts. In post-war years, local authorities, private developers, private 
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landowners and gardeners have contributed greatly to the diversity of tree 
species present locally. New types of tree have been constantly added to our 
streets, parks, business parks, golf courses and gardens, and this process 
continues today, encouraged by the ever-changing choice of species supplied 
by commercial nurseries.  
 

 
 
Corsican Pines at Arley Wood – an example of twentieth century coniferisation of local 
ancient woodland. 
 
Dutch elm disease 
If post-war grubbing out of our valuable hedges was not bad enough, an even 
more profound event was to affect local hedges in the mid-1970s. Thousands 
of mature hedgerow elms suddenly started to die. Given that English Elm 
(known colloquially as the ‘Warwickshire weed’) was by far the most 
numerous hedgerow tree in our area, this was to have one of the most 
conspicuous impacts on the Warwickshire treecape during the twentieth 
century. The cause was Dutch elm disease, caused by a fungus Ceratocystis 
ulmi spread by Scolytus bark beetles. It was not the first time that Britain had 
been affected by the disease, but this new strain (which came from Asia via 
America, not from Holland) was particularly virulent. English Elm, which in 
Britain has very little genetic variation, proved to be one of the most 
susceptible types. By 1980, virtually every English Elm in Warwickshire was 
dead from the roots up and tragically only a couple of dozen Wych Elms and 
other uncertain elm types survive as mature trees in our area today. The 
rootstocks often survived the disease, so elm regrowth still abound in our 
hedges and woodland edges, with regrowth succumbing to the disease again 
after about twenty years. But the beautiful sight of tall, billowing English Elms 
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gracing the landscape of ‘Leafy Warwickshire’ is no more. New disease 
resistant forms of elm have been developed and one of these (Sapporo 
Autumn Gold) can now be found quite widely in our area, and is maturing 
nicely with no indication of disease. But it will mature into a very different-
looking tree to English Elm and is not used in hedgerows. At the time of 
writing a variety of new fungus diseases are threatening local horse 
chestnuts, alders, oaks and black poplars. The diseases do not appear to be 
as virulent as Dutch Elm Disease, though the long-term impacts await to be 
seen, and a high proportion of our Horse Chestnuts and Red Horse Chestnuts 
have been affected. 
 
New local planting schemes and woodland policies 
We are learning to love and celebrate our trees again. Organisations such as 
the Woodland Trust and Tree Council have done a wonderful job of promoting 
the environmental, historical, educational and aesthetic value of trees at a 
national level and there has been a spate of new and interesting tree books 
published in recent years. Suddenly people throughout the land are recording 
their veteran trees, native black poplars and unusual exotics. Greater thought 
is being put into the choice of planted species. There are places where non-
native species do not belong (ancient woods) and other locations where they 
provide much interest and pleasure (municipal parks, urban streets, gardens 
and arboretums). A number of local tree enthusiasts have established 
important arboreti in recent decades, notably David Howells at Rock Mill, 
Milverton, Hamish Cathie at Barton Hall, Barton on the Heath, Gerd Ney at 
Keresley House, Coventry, Tom Steele and Donald Field at Crewe Lane, 
Kenilworth and parks staff of Solihull Metropolitan Borough Council at Brueton 
and Malvern Park, Solihull. These collections may not be on the scale of sites 
like Batsford or Westonbirt, but are important in a local context with many 
unusual specimens. There are also a number of new woods recently 
established in our area, notably at Grandborough (Gims Wood), Temple 
Balsall, and the land owned by Felix Dennis in west Warwickshire. 
 
Within local woodland, there has been a major resurgence of traditional 
woodland tree management, not just for the sake of it, but because it can 
benefit much other woodland wildlife. Regular coppicing now takes place at 
sites such as Ryton Wood, Snitterfield Bushes and Hampton Wood. It 
encourages woodland flowers such as Primrose, Bugle and violets; also 
scarce butterflies such as the Silver-washed Fritillary and Wood White. Within 
coniferised ancient woodlands such as Oversley Wood, the Forestry 
Commission is now starting to remove the conifers to recreate more natural 
and biodiverse conditions. Within local farmland, environmental stewardship is 
funding the creation of new woods and hedges, and the management of 
pollards and existing hedges. Initiatives such as the Local Biodiversity Action 
Plan for Warwickshire, Coventry and Solihull contains several action plans 
that actively promote the conservation of local treescapes, notably those 
plans for Woodlands, Traditional Orchards, Hedgerows and (as a single plan) 
Wood Pasture, Old Parkland & Veteran Trees (see 
www.warwickshire.gov.uk/biodiversity ). 
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Where to find interesting trees in Warwickshire, Co ventry and 
Solihull 

 
Municipal parks   
These often have surprisingly diverse collections, and Victorian parks can 
have fine mature specimens and rarities. Good parks include Jephson 
Gardens and Victoria Park, Leamington Spa, Priory Park and St Nicholas 
Park, Warwick, both sides of the river Avon at Stratford Upon Avon, Brueton 
and Malvern Parks, Solihull, War Memorial Park and Allesley Parks, Coventry, 
Abbey Fields, Kenilworth, Caldecott Park, Rugby, Riversley Park, Nuneaton 
and Miner’s Welfare Park, Bedworth. 
 
Cemeteries 
Many of these have Victorian origins and now contain fine mature specimens 
augmented by more recent planting. Conifers tend to feature more strongly 
than in municipal parks, so these are good locations for practicing your conifer 
identification skills. Fine cemeteries can be found in Warwick (Birmingham 
Road), Coventry (London Road Cemetery, St Paul’s Cemetery and the post-
Victorian Canley Crematorium), Leamington Spa (off Brunswick Street); 
Nuneaton (Attleborough Cemetery), Rugby (Clifton Road), Bedworth (London 
Road), Atherstone (Sheepy Road), Stratford upon Avon (Evesham Road), 
Alcester (Birmingham Road), Coleshill Church and in Brinklow village. 
 
Churchyards 
These vary greatly in their tree interest, though some have fine collections 
and important individual specimens, especially the churchyards of parish 
churches. Trees specifically worth searching out include the Algerian Fir in 
Henley in Arden (Beaudesert) Church, a large Pagoda Tree at Kingsbury 
Church, an Oriental Thuja at Salford Priors Church (the national champion), 
an old Stone Pine at Stratford’s Holy Trinity Church, a fine Western Catalpa at 
Warwick’s St Mary’s Church, several mature Phillyrea bushes at Charlecote 
Church, a suprisingly old Italian Alder at Fillongley Church, a fine Turner’s 
Oak at Willoughby Church, an old Manna Ash next to Coventry Cathedral and 
a giant Elder at Halford Church. 
 
Historic parks and properties 
Warwickshire has two especially fine former medieval deer parks (Stoneleigh 
and Packington) and these contain our finest collections of veteran trees, 
mostly English Oak and Sweet Chestnut. Each site has several specimens 
exceeding 8 metres in trunk girth, These are some of our largest and oldest 
trees and probably exceed 500 years in age. Seven Capability Brown-
designed parks are present locally: Warwick Castle and Park, Charlecote 
Park, Compton Verney, Packington Park, Ragley Hall, Coombe Abbey and 
Newnham Paddox. Trees such as Cedar of Lebanon and Common Lime at 
such sites often date from his mid 18th Century planting, usually augmented 
by Victorian and 20th Century planting, and sometimes old oaks that predate 
his work are present too. Other important estates include Coughton Court, 
Upton House, Farnborough Park, Walton Hall, Ashorne Hill, Moreton Hall, 
Wroxall Abbey, Honington Hall and Compton Wynyates. Several are owned 
by the National Trust and are accessible during opening hours, but others are 



Catalogue of Warwickshire, Coventry and Solihull Trees 

  17

private and more difficult to visit. In addition to these larger sites, several 
hundred smaller Victorian properties occur in our area and some feature 
some very rare and important specimens. Most such sites are private, but 
some can be viewed by permission, and some are subject to open days. 
Some of the finer examples include Keresley House (Coventry), Town Thorns 
(Brinklow), Hampton Manor (Hampton in Arden), Berkswell Hall, Barton 
House (Barton on the Heath), Wellesbourne House and the Reed Business 
College (Little Compton). 
 

 
 
Northumberland Drive, Leamington Spa features fine specimens of three sorts of Horse 
Chestnut including one of the finest collections of Ohio Buckeyes anywhere in Britain. 
 
Urban and suburban streets 
These have rather dynamic tree assemblages, with regular replacement of 
trees, especially where these have become deemed safety hazards or 
damaged by roadworks, cable laying and vehicles. But whilst some streets 
have rather predictable species (thorns, rowans, cherries, crabs, Pissard’s 
Plum, Common Lime, and fastigiate Hornbeam), it is possible to be surprised 
by some of the specimens you encounter. Within Leamington Spa, you can 
still find Almonds at Almond Avenue and a wonderful avenue of mature Silver 
Maples at nearby Cloister Crofts. Fine mature conifers such as Deodar, 
Austrian Pine and Lawson Cypress abound in the Regency sections of 
Leamington. Three species of Aesculus (Common Horse Chestnut, Red 
Horse Chestnut and Ohio Buckeye) dominate Northumberland Drive and four 
sorts of lime (Common, Broad-leaved, American and Crimean) form avenues 
along Beverley Road and Binswood Avenue. Other notable suburban 
roadside specimens include a rare Maple–leaved Crab at Barrack Street, 
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Warwick, a fine Mirbeck’s Oak in Homer Road, Solihull town centre, a large 
True Service Tree at Binswood Avenue (Leamington) and occasional veteran 
trees such as the 7.0 metre Baginton Oak at the south end of Baginton 
village, a 6.40 metre oak along Fieldgate Lane, Kenilworth and a 6.76 metre 
Sweet Chestnut in Lode Lane, Solihull. 
 

 
 
Ryton Wood, one of our finest ancient broadleaved woods, easily accessible from Ryton 
Pools Country Park. 
 
Ancient broadleaved woods 
The best (i.e. most natural) ancient woods will tend to have a relatively limited 
tree flora, but can support ancient woodland indicators such as Hazel, Rowan, 
Small-leaved Lime, Sessile Oak, Wild Cherry and Wild Service Tree. The 
Hazel has typically been coppiced in the past, and some large lime and oak 
coppice stools, several centuries old, can also be present in some of these 
woods. Birches (both Silver and Downy) are frequent in Arden woods, where 
the soil is more acidic, whereas Ash becomes more dominant in woods in the 
south and east where the soil contains more lime. Alder and willows prefer 
wet woodland. Particularly fine local ancient woods with public access include 
Piles Coppice near Binley Woods, Ryton and Wappenbury Woods near 
Princethorpe, Crackley Wood, Kenilworth, Rough Hill Wood near Redditch, 
and Clowes Wood near Earlswood. Many ancient woods have some conifers 
and introduced broadleaves, and even the native species may have been 
deliberately planted in places. 
 
Coniferous woods 
In the Warwickshire area, these have generally been imposed within former 
ancient broadleaved woodland, and from an ecologists point of view, this can 
be viewed as having damaged such woods. However, it is often possible to 
find an interesting selection of conifers that reflect silvicultural fashion and the 
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spirit of experimentation that has always characterised the British forestry 
industry. Many coniferised woods still support elements of the ancient 
woodland that preceded coniferisation, and are having the conifers gradually 
removed to allow natural regeneration by native species such as birches, 
oaks, Ash etc. Conifers used locally include various pines (particularly Scots 
and Corsican but occasionally Lodgepole), spruces (mostly Norway but 
occasionally Sitka), larches (mostly European), Western Red Cedar, Douglas 
Fir, Grand Fir, Western Hemlock and the odd Coast Redwood. Coniferised or 
partially coniferised woods worth visiting include Brandon Wood (Binley 
Woods), Hay Wood (near Wroxall), Oversley Wood (near Alcester), Arley 
Wood (Old Arley), Bentley Park Wood (near Atherstone), Whichford Wood 
(Whichford) and Close Wood (near Meriden). Oversley Wood contains a small 
pinetum with some more unusual species including Weymouth Pine, 
Japanese Red Cedar, Noble Fir and Monkey Puzzle; also blocks of Corsican 
and Scots Pine and much regenerating Western Red Cedar. 
 
College and school grounds 
These vary in age and character. Some locations such as Moreton Morrell 
College, the Reed Business College in Little Compton and schools such as 
Princethorpe College and Coundon Court (Coventry) are partly or wholly set 
within historic properties, with numerous Victorian trees. Warwick University is 
a more modern campus, but considerable thought has gone into the choice of 
trees, and the variety is very impressive. It has an older pinetum within its 
Westwood campus, useful for practicing your identification skills. Leamington 
College also has a fairly good diversity of trees. Relatively few shools have 
been surveyed during the assembly of this catalogue, and it is likely that many 
suprises await discovery. 
 
Gardens 
Older gardens often contain fine Victorian conifers and large broadleaves 
such as Beech and Common Lime (see under Historic Parks and Properties). 
Smaller trees much favoured by local gardeners today include ornamental 
cherries (e.g. ‘Kanzan’ and Winter Cherry), Pissard’s Plum, magnolias, 
birches (especially Silver and Himalayan) Cider Gum, Cabbage Palm and a 
good range of smaller conifers such as dwarf and prostrate varieties of 
Lawson Cypress, Oriental Thuja and junipers. Fruit trees are often featured in 
back gardens. Surprises in gardens can include the odd Stone Pine 
(presumably bought back as cones from holidays in the mediterranean), 
Judas Tree, Mimosa, Tamarisk and scarcer varieties of fruit tree such as the 
Warwickshire Drooper plum. A few larger gardens in our area have been 
developed as small arboreti and can contain some very unusual specimens, 
for example a fine American Beech and Chinese Plum Yew in one Moreton 
Paddox garden. 
 
Hedgerows 
The older hedgerows of the Arden part of Warwickshire are frequently 
dominated by Hazel, Holly and Wych Elm, which are woodland-loving trees 
and probably descended from trees in the original woodlands of the area. 
Occasionally scarcer species such as Small-leaved Lime, Sessile Oak and 
Wild Service Tree can be present. The hedgerows of the east and south of 
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Warwickshire tend to date from the Enclosure Acts, and are characterised by 
Common Hawthorn, Blackthorn, Myrobalan (Cherry) Plum, Ash, English Elm, 
Elder and Wild Crab. English Oak is frequent in both sorts of hedgerow type. 
One can occasionally encounter important specimens within local hedges, 
including large English Oak, Ash and some of our largest Wild Crab and 
Common Pear specimens. 
 
Golf Courses 
These are not always easy to access unless you are a golfer, but can be of 
considerable interest. Stoneleigh Deer Park Golf Course and the Forest of 
Arden Golf Course (Packington) are medieval deer parks already mentioned 
above. But many others have interest, including Stratford Golf Course off the 
Tiddington Road, and ‘The Warwickshire’ Golf Course at Leek Wootton.  
 
To obtain up to date species lists for some of the sites mentioned above, see 
the site accounts in the final section of this catalogue.  
 

 
 

The Forest of Arden Golf Course and adjacent Packington Park contain dozens of ancient 
oaks of medieval origin or older. 
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Identifying, measuring and aging trees 
 
Identifying trees 
Trees are like many other groups of animals and plants. Some species are 
relatively easily recognised, for example Common Beech, Field Maple and 
Aspen. Others are so difficult, that even experts struggle. A number of 
excellent illustrated tree guides can help you identify a good proportion of the 
trees found in the Warwickshire area. The Collins Tree Guide (Johnson & 
More, 2004) which has painted illustrations is one of the best of these, and is 
complemented by photographic guides such as The Pan Trees in Britain, 
Europe and North America (Phillips, 1978). See the references and further 
reading section at the end of this part for other useful guides and their 
individual merits.There are also many useful photos available on the web, 
though be careful as many images are misidentified.  
 
However, there is no substitute to seeing a real, accurately named specimen. 
Unfortunately, the Warwickshire, Coventry and Solihull area has very few 
labelled tree collections. Batsford Arboretum and Birmingham Botanical 
Gardens are not too far away, and some of the more important trees at 
Jephson Gardens, Leamington Spa were labelled in 2007. But to compensate 
for this deficiency, this catalogue has given locations where you can find good 
examples of all the trees covered plus useful notes that might help you 
confirm a species and eliminate the possibility of it being another very similar 
one. 
 
Be prepared for the fact that even with good literature and a good idea of what 
a particular tree species should look like, you will probably not be able to 
name all trees immediately. No two trees are identical, even if they have been 
grown from cuttings taken from a single source. Their appearance can be 
affected by age, season, health, growing environment, management and 
breeding. If you would like to become a serious tree recorder, it is strongly 
advised that you develop a good image library of both named specimens plus 
the unnamed ones that you encounter. A ‘virtual arboretum’ of digital images 
in your computer (with jpegs of 0.5 to 1MB recommended) is an invaluable 
resource. Try to record a variety of features such as overall shape, trunk/bark, 
foliage, fruit, flowers and buds. As you gain experience, you will know what 
sorts of features are most important for the identification of a particular tree 
group. You may be surprised by how often a confusing specimen is eventually 
confirmed by checking an image against others, and an image library often 
throws up misidentifications too. With experience, you will eventually be able 
to separate (at least provisionally) a Broad-leaved Lime from a Common Lime 
or a Native Black Poplar from a Hybrid Black Poplar from hundreds of yards 
away! 
 
For really troublesome specimens, it is best to refer them to an expert. 
Sometimes a good image, posted or E-mailed will suffice. But in other 
instances a fresh cutting may need to be sent as critical features can involve 
the downiness of a shoot, tiny hair tufts below the leaves or details of the fruits 
and flowers that are hard to capture in a photo.  
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Measuring trees 
It is often valuable to measure a tree, especially if it seems to be a particularly 
large or old specimen, and a number of national organisations collect data for 
such trees. The Tree Register of Britain and Ireland (TROBI) maintains a 
database of the largest specimens of all species, hybrids and cultivars by 
county. They recently updated a book listing many of these (Johnson, 2011) 
and have a web site at: www.treeregister.org  with more recent records. 
 
The Ancient Tree Forum (via its Ancient Tree Hunt) is collating data 
specifically for veteran trees in Britain, to promote conservation and 
appreciation of Britain’s internationally important holding of old trees (perhaps 
85% of the entire north European resource). You can find out more at: 
www.woodland-trust.org.uk/ancient-tree-forum  and www.ancient-tree-
hunt.org.uk . 
 
The Conservation Foundation and Ancient Yew Group have recently launched 
their UK Yew Guardian Project, which aims to record all the larger yews of 
Britain. More information can be found at: www.ancient-yew.org . 
 
In the ideal world, one should record both the tree height and the trunk girth or 
diameter (the diameter is the girth divided by 3.14). In Warwickshire, the 
emphasis to date has been on obtaining measurements of the trunk girth at 
1.5m (the ‘GBH’ i.e. girth at breast height) using a tightly-stretched tape 
measure. Such data is very easily compared with that for other counties and 
also gives a very rough indication of age if adjusted for species, location and 
growth form. For trees that fork very low, measuring a GBH is not always 
possible, so we ask for a girth measurement to be taken lower down around 
any natural ‘waist’ (i.e. narrowing) in the trunk, with a note of the height of the 
measurement and the growth form of the tree. Other old trees often layer and 
re-root, sometimes losing their original trunks on the way (e.g. Western Red 
Cedar, Lawson Cypress, Smoke Bush, Portugal Laurel and Cherry Laurel), 
which is especially challenging. Ideally one might measure the total area 
spread of satellite trunks or the canopy, though this has not yet happened, so 
we have just noted the location of particularly large specimens of this type in 
the species accounts. 
 
Coppiced trees are best measured by placing a tape around all the stems you 
believe to belong to the same tree at ground level. Unfortunately, in some 
circumstances it is quite difficult to know where one coppice stool ends and 
another starts, especially with old Small-leaved Lime at sites like Piles 
Coppice and Oversley Wood. 
 
Ageing trees 
The only way of accurately aging a tree is by checking any existing planting 
information (which may take the form of paperwork or a dated image of a 
specimen when it was very young), or checking the growth rings of the main 
trunk. The latter is often difficult to arrange for a living tree, and impossible for 
an old one that has become hollow and lost its oldest heart wood. So for the 
vast majority of trees we have to take an educated guess. 
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Trees such as English Oak, Sweet Chestnut, Broad-leaved Lime and Beech 
tend to put on 1 inch a year around their girth for the first couple of centuries if 
they are healthy trees growing out in the open and with undamaged, non-
pollarded crowns. This growth rate slows down if the crowns are reduced or 
compromised by die-back, storm damage, pollarding, shading out by younger 
trees or disease. The growth rate also starts to drop increasingly after about 
200 years no matter how healthy. So some trees with girths of 300 inches 
may actually be over 500 years old. Work on veteran oaks at places like 
Windsor Great Park, gives some indication of how old similar-sized 
Warwickshire trees might be, and suggests that oaks of 9 metres girth may 
well be approaching an age of one thousand years.  
 
Trees growing in woodland, growing within tight avenues or clumps, or subject 
to pollarding, will tend to grow much more slowly than unmanaged ones in the 
open. Indeed some might only be growing at half the rate of a nearby tree that 
gets more sunlight or has established a better root system. Examples of this 
include three Horse Chestnuts in the Edge Hill woodlands close to the obelisk 
with girths in 2009 of 5.05, 3.68 and 4.42m, and the many old Common Limes 
on the adjacent escarpment which vary from about 3m (when grouped close 
together) to 6.02m (a specimen not competing with others). It is likely that 
most of these trees were planted by Sanderson Miller in the 1740s. Another 
good example is the tight triangular group of Sweet Chestnuts in Stoneleigh 
Park, easily visible from Stoneleigh Road near Motslow Hill. In 2007 these 
varied from about 3m to 6.10m with the largest specimens tending to be those 
at the corners of the group where they get more sunlight. All are likely to have 
been planted in the 1700s. 
 
Many other trees grow at a different rate to the aforementioned or are 
naturally short-lived. Large broadleaved trees that grow somewhat faster than 
English Oak include Turkey Oak, Red Oak and Hybrid Black Poplar. Mid-
Victorian specimens of some of these can attain girths of 4.5 metres or more. 
Conifers such as Giant Sequioa (Wellingtonia) grow even more quickly, often 
developing girths of over 7 metres in just 150 years. Other species are 
notoriously slow-growing or just naturally smaller e.g. Black Mulberry, Rowan, 
Aspen and Japanese maples. So you have to make allowances for this. But it 
often helps to know the date of introduction of a tree into Britain. Given that 
Wellingtonia was first introduced in 1853, we can be confident that Capability 
Brown would not have planted any in his mid 18th Century landscaping. With 
practice, you can start to get a feel for the age of a tree by its appearance and 
context, and at least partly unravel the historical layers in an old tree 
collection, which may represent phased planting across three or more 
centuries. Such work has been carried our by landscape architects at a 
number of local site during the preparation of restoration plans e.g. Coombe 
Countryside Park and Compton Verney. 
 
Also bear in mind that the roots of a tree may be much older than the aerial 
growth. The rootstocks of some suckering or layering species such as Aspen, 
Wild Cherry and Native Black Poplar may be centuries old, capable of 
producing new trunks at regular intervals, sometimes from the base of a trunk 
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that has collapsed. Our oldest Small-leaved Lime coppice stools may even 
predate the arrival of the Romans! 
 

 
 
Measuring one of Stoneleigh’s veteran oak at 1.5m - a ‘GBH’ if you are tall enough! 
 
Beware of ‘batch planting’ and ‘twins’ 
Batch planting was a practice often used by the Victorians in which several 
saplings were planted close together to create a ‘pseudotree’ that could attain 
a big girth within a few decades. As the saplings thicken and fuse they 
produce what appears to be a single lower trunk with several main stems, 
looking like a low pollard or an ancient, outgrown coppice stool. To the 
untrained eye, it can make a Victorian tree appear two or three centuries older 
than it actually is, resulting in false county champions and inaccurate 
interpretations of a tree collection. But with practice, it is possible to recognise 
many such trees and they often occur alongside other Victorian specimens 
and within sites supported by old photographic evidence, sketches or a well-
documented history. Local examples of batch planted trees seem to include 
the very large Sycamore overhanging Tamworth Road at Keresley House 
(NW Coventry), another Sycamore at St Andrew’s Garden, Rugby, and at 
least two Fern-leaved Beeches in Rugby gardens associated with Rugby 
School. A number of multi-stemmed Holm Oaks in our area may also have 
originated in this way. But the growth and decaying of batch-planted trees is 
different to that of a low pollard, and they do not produce the hollow lower 
trunk and associated heart rot that one often sees in old pollards. 
 
A similar situation can arise where two separate trunks have fused naturally. 
Local oaks show all manner of intermediate stages between two adjacent but 
clearly different trunks, through to double trunks that are so well-fused that 
they are barely recogniseable as such. We call these ‘twins’ and in the case of 
oaks it may have been created deliberately to increase the potential yield of 
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bark for tanning. It has also been suggested that the very large Hornbeam at 
Stareton on the edge of Stoneleigh Deer Park and the large Yew at Ragley 
Hall are twins. If so, they will be younger than their girths suggest.  
 

 
 
A batch-planted Sycamore at St. Andrew’s Garden, Rugby – not as old as its girth would 
suggest. 
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Champion and near-champion trees in Warwickshire, 
Coventry and Solihull in 2011 (checked by TROBI) 

 
·  Aesculus x carnea (Red Horse Chestnut) – Herbert Gray College, 

Rugby (4.0m @ 1m/2007, below a fork) British 
·  Alnus glutinosa ‘Aurea’ (Golden Alder) – Jephson Gardens, 

Leamington Spa 1.80m GBH/2007 British  
·  Cedrus atlantica ‘Glauca’ (Blue Atlas Cedar) – Woodcote House, Leek 

Wootton (in 2007, 5.88m @ 0.6m and 5.29m @ 2.2m above the lowest 
side limb) 3rd or 4 th British  

·  Cedrus libani (Cedar of Lebanon) – Compton Verney (multistemmed, 
10.56m @ base/2007, becoming 10.30m above two low side branches) 
One of about 10 candidates for British of varying h abit  

·  Crataegus x dippelliana (a hybrid hawthorn) – Canley Crematorium, 
Coventry (1.30m GBH/2007) British  

·  Laburnum X watereri (Voss’s Laburnum) – Christchurch Gardens, 
Leamington Spa (1.83m GBH/2007) British if det OK  

·  Larix decidua (European Larch) – Deer Keeper’s Lodge, Stoneleigh 
(5.64m GBH/2007) English and 2 nd British  

·  Larix kaempferi (Japanese Larch) - Barton House, Barton on the Heath 
(3.62m GBH/2007) British  

·  Parrotia persica (Persian Ironwood) – Ragley Hall, near Alcester 
(1.86m @ 1m/2005) One of biggest, but precise position uncertain  

·  Morus niger (Black Mulberry) - Spon End, Coventry (stool girth of 
4.33m/2005 which gives rise to about a dozen stems - teste R. 
Penlington) One of biggest but varying growth habit makes 
comparison difficult  

·  Phillyrea latifolia (Phillyrea) - Studley Castle (1.87m @ 80cm/2007 just 
below the point of cutting) 2nd or 3 rd British  

·  Platycladus orientalis (Oriental Thuja) – Salford Priors Church (1.90m 
GBH/2006) British for single-stemmed specimen, and probably 
tallest 

·  Prunus avium ‘Plena’ (Double Gean) – St. Nicholas Park, Warwick 
(3.44m GBH/2007) British  

·  Prunus lusitanica (Portugal Laurel) - Bitham Hill west of Avon Dassett 
(a very fine ‘trunked’ one growing on a grazed hillside near to a group 
of large Monkey Puzzles, 2.54m @ 30cm/2007) English and possibly 
2nd British  

·  Prunus maheleb (St Lucie Cherry) – Reed Business College, Little 
Compton (1.79m GBH/2006) British 

·  Pyrus communis subspecies communis (Wild Pear) – South 
Cubbington Wood, Cubbington (3.78m @ 50cm) British  

·  Robinia pseudiacacia (False Acacia) - Talton House, near Newbold on 
Stour (oldest trunk 5.21m @ 1.2m waist/2007, with numerous large 
suckers nearby, the largest 3.21m GBH) One of largest British but 
habits vary between old trees 

·  Sorbus domestica (True Service) - Coombe Abbey Countryside Park, 
Binley (3.46m GBH/2006) Joint British  
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·  Sorbus glabriuscula (Hubei Rowan) – Shuckburgh Park, near Napton 
(1.57m @ 1.20m waist/2007) Probably third British  

·  Tilia platyphyllos (Broad-leaved Lime) – Ragley Park (8.30m @ 
c1m/2007, adjusted for split trunk) One of largest British but unusual 
growth form  

 

 
 
The national champion St Lucie Cherry at Little Compton, one of several national champions 
discovered through the Big Tree Hunt. 
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Format and protocols of the species accounts 
 
These are arranged alphabetically by scientific name. The nomenclature is 
mostly taken from Johnson & More, 2004, though other sources have been 
used where trees have been found that are not in this book. The accounts 
have a number of headings to allow quick location of useful information.  
 
Scientific name  – English name(s) 
Source:  The native range of the species, or its parentage if it is a hybrid; the 
date it was introduced into Britain. 
Distribution:  Its distribution in the Warwickshire, Coventry and Solihull area 
(not Vice-county Warwickshire, so the various Birmingham botanical gardens 
and Sutton Park are not included!). 
Further Notes : General information, local cultivars, identification hints.  
Key locations for seeing some:  Locations where (if possible) a member of 
the public might find one, or see an unusual specimen or a particular cultivar 
in the Warwickshire, Coventry and Solihull area. Not a definitive list – it needs 
to be user-friendly. Where specimens are particularly large the girth at breast 
height (GBH) or girth at some other specified height is given, plus the year of 
measurement, except for the record holder (‘champion’) which is listed 
separately below. Not all the sites listed have public access, so you will need 
to seek permission to see many of the trees cited. 
Largest local specimen:  the county ‘champion’, usually based on the GBH. 
However, if several distinct growth forms are present, two or more champions 
may be cited e.g. for Cedar of Lebanon, the girths of the largest multi-trunked 
specimen and also of the largest single-trunked specimen are both given, as 
both categories need to be accounted for when assessing the significance of 
a large specimen. 
 
Hybrid names 
If a scientific name is structured in the following way “Quercus x rosacea” it 
means it is a hybrid between two types of Quercus (oak), in this case Q. robur 
and Q. petraea. If a scientific name is structured “X Cupressocyparis leylandii” 
it means it is a hybrid involving species in two different genera, in this case 
Cupressus macrocarpa (Monterrey Cypress) and Xanthocyparis nootkatensis 
(Nootka Cypress). 
 
Abbreviated scientific names 
If a scientific name is mentioned for the second time, the genus part of the 
name is abbreviated, i.e. Picea pungens becomes P. pungens. 
 
Cultivar and subspecies names  
Cultivars are denoted by inverted commas e.g. Populus nigra ‘Italica’ 
(Lombardy Poplar), but subspecies (which are more ancient and genetically 
distinct variants) are denoted by a third italic word after the species name e.g. 
‘Populus nigra betulifolia’ (the Black Poplar of Britain and NW Europe, as 
distinct from Populus nigra nigra,  the main European form of P. nigra. 
 
Red text indicates information or identifications that require further 
investigation.  
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Contributors and supporters 
 
Bill Adams (Solihull), Ken Adams (Essex), David Alderman (Tree Register of 
Britain & Ireland), Mrs Aldis (Bentley Heath), Edward Alexander 
(Meadowcourt Farm), Bill Allan (Avon Dassett), Janet Alty (Leamington), the 
Ancient Tree Hunt (Nikki Williams, Steve Marsh, Katherine Owen etc), the 
Ancient Tree Forum (Jill Butler etc); Ansty Hall Hotel, the late Sheila Apted 
(Hampton in Arden), Arbury Estate (Lord Daventry, David & John Ridgeon, 
Brenda Newell); Ashorne Hill Conference Centre (Ian Cross etc), Russell Ball 
(national tree expert, Harrow), David Barron (Claverdon), The Bedworth 
Society, Berkswell Hall, Birdingbury Hall, Bourton Hall (Pete Freeman), Lady 
Butler (Lighthorne), Charles Cadogan (Wasperton Farm), Caldecote Hall, 
Gavin Callard (Warwickshire County Council), Hamish Cathie (Barton House, 
Barton on the Heath), Chadshunt House, Paul Chaplin, Richard Cheney 
(Aylesmore Farm, Brailes), Compton Verney Trust (Tammy Woodcock etc), 
John Clarke (Shirley), Keith Clarke (Coventry), Phill Clayton (Stretton on 
Fosse), Ken Cockshull (Hampton Lucy), Mr Coleman (Warwick Sports Club), 
Compton Scorpion Estate (Caroline Warren), Compton Wynyates Estate (the 
Marquess of Northampton and grounds staff), Peter Cooke (Coventry), 
Coombe Countryside Park (Joe Taylor & colleagues), Fiona Cooper (Black 
Poplar researcher), the late Pam Copson (Wellesbourne), Coundon Court 
School (Coventry), Beverley Cressman (Tysoe Manor), Barbara Davies 
(Knowle), Ralph Davies (Binton), Lesley Davis (Brinklow), Dunchurch Lodge 
Hotel, Martin Dunn (Radway), Howard Easton, Eathorpe Hall, Ettington Hall 
Hotel (Mike Rothwell), Ettington Manor, Yvonne Everitt (Hartshill), Lady 
Flower (Ilmington), Forest of Arden Golf Course (Rob Rowson), Frankton 
Manor, the Forestry Commission (Ewan Calcutt, Phil Rudlin, Richard Boles, 
Richard Hayden etc), FWAG Warwickshire (Tony Beysen & colleagues); 
Rosemary Guiot (Cubbington), Clive Gunter (Wellesbourne Hall); Rex Haggett 
(Stratford), Helen Hall (Warwick), Hampton Manor Estate (formerly John 
Wood, Gordon Fuller and grounds staff), John Harris (Hartshill), Haseley 
Business Centre (within Haseley Manor), Brian Higginson (Warwickshire 
College, Moreton Morrell), Tim Hills (the Ancient Yew Group), Chris Hines 
(Leek Wootton), Don Hitchcock (Balsall Common), Holbrooks Grange (Long 
Lawford), Bernie Holland (Moreton Paddox), Michael Horswill (Balsall 
Common), David Howells (Warwick, and formerly Rock Mill, Milverton), Alan 
Hunt (National Agricultural Centre/Stoneleigh Park), Neil Hunter, Joanna 
Illingworth (Kenilworth), Chris Ivin (Pillerton Priors), Peter Jackson (Warwick), 
Stella Jarman (Knowle), Owen Johnson (national expert, Tree Register of 
Britain & Ireland), Rich Johnson (Kenilworth); the Kenilworth Society, John 
Lampitt (Thelsford Farm, Wasperton), Brian Laney, Ray Langdon 
(Leamington), Sarah Learmonth (Leamington Spa), Douglas Lewis (local tree 
surgeon), Loxley Hall, Marilyn Lowe (Warwick), Barry Meatyard (Warwick), 
John Melrose (Warwickshire County Council), Meriden Hall (Meriden). 
Meriden House (Meriden), Middleton Hall (Margaret Moore, Ian Dillamore), Dr 
Hugh Milner, Mary Milton (Leamington Spa), David Morfitt (Hillmorton), Alan 
Mitchell (deceased national expert), Robert Muntz & family (Umberslade 
Park), Natural England (Matt Wilmott, Anton Irving, Alison Crofts etc); 
Newbold Revel (HM Prisons – Nielson Stirling etc); The Newnham Paddox 
Estate (Earl & Countess of Denbigh), Gerd Ney (Keresley House, Coventry), 
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Camille Newton (Shrewley), Linda Nightingale, Oaks Farm (Kenilworth), The 
Packington Estate (Lord & Lady Guernsey, Nick Barlow etc); Phil Parr 
(Rugby); the late James Partridge (Warwickshire BSBI), Robert Penlington 
(Coventry City Council), Robert Pitt (Warwickshire County Records Office), 
Purley Chase Centre (Atherstone), Radway Grange, Ragley Hall Estate (Lord 
Hertford, Ross Barbour, Lee Southwell etc); Reed Business College at Little 
Compton (Jim Cox); Sandra Rice (Bitham House), John & Val Roberts 
(Leamington Spa), Mr P D Rowlinson (Stratford upon Avon), Rugby Borough 
Council (Dave Gower etc), Rugby School (Paul Thornton etc), Shakespeare 
Birthplace Trust, Mr & Mrs Shaw (Holbrooks Grange, Long Lawford), 
Sherbourne Manor (John Conchar etc.), Dave Shirley (Hampton Magna), 
Shuckburgh Hall (Sir Rupert Shuckburgh), Geoffrey Smith (Warwick), Howard 
Smith & colleagues (National Trust, Charlecote), Smiths Concrete 
(Bubbenhall Wood), Solihull Metropolitan Borough Council (Gary Farmer, 
Bernie Higgins, Charles Venables, Alex Naylor etc), Solihull Tree Wardens,  
David Spearman (Kenilworth), Yvonne Spilman (Snitterfield); The Springfield 
Centre in Temple Balsall (Katy Chatfield etc), Yvonne Spilman (Snitterfield), 
Philip Spinks (Stratford), Studley Castle, Tom Steele (Crewe Lane Arboretum, 
Kenilworth); Nigel Stone (Keresley), Stoneleigh Abbey (Shahab Seyfullahi, 
Derek Robinson), Stoneleigh Deer Park Golf Course (John Ray, Steve Ritson 
etc), Stratford Golf Course, Stratford Tree Wardens (David Passingham etc.), 
Martin Taylor (Ilmington Manor), Graham Thompson (LeamingtonSpa), the 
Tree Council (Jon Stokes et. al.), Dr Sarah Wager (Birmingham), Walton Hall, 
Graham Walker (Leamington), Warwick District Council (Nigel Bishop, Jon 
Holmes, Robin Stott, Chris Hastie etc), Warwick University (Bob Wilson, 
Roger Boxall & colleagues), Henry Warrener (Little Wolford), Warwickshire 
County Council Tree Officers (Ken Simons, Clint Parker, Jason Tombs, Gavin 
Callard et. al.), Warwickshire Museum Archaeological Field Services, 
Warwickshire Museum Ecology Unit (Dave Lowe, Anna Swift, Becky May, 
Lindsey West, Agni Arampoglou, Camille Newton, Sophie Milburn etc.), 
Warwickshire Police (Leek Wootton HQ, Shane Wilton et. al.), Warwick Tree 
Wardens, Warwickshire Wildlife Sites Project (Jon Bowley, Sarah 
Shuttleworth), Lady Watson (Talton House), Ron Weston (Bedworth), Hilary 
Westwood (Umberslade Hall), Martin Wheeler (Hams Hall Environmental 
Studies Centre), Whitestitch House (near Meriden),Whitley Abbey School 
(Coventry), the Wiggins family (Honington Hall); Chris Williams (WCC, Rights 
of Way), Penny Wright (Warwick), Wroxall Abbey.  
 
In addition to the above, Warwickshire Museum is immensely grateful to the 
various other farmers, landowners and householders that have allowed us to 
view trees on private land; also the many members of the public who have 
supplied useful information when we have been visiting various churches, 
villages and parks. 
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References and further reading 
 
A very large number of books have been published on trees, and there has 
been a veritable spate of new ones in the past few years. They vary greatly in 
coverage and quality. Some of the more useful ones are listed here. 
 
Non-local 
Cooper, Fiona (2006). The Black Poplar: Ecology, History and 

Conservation . Windgather Press. An account of this scarce and 
charismatic tree with references to some Warwickshire specimens 
(Warwickshire Museum assisted Fiona with her work). 

 
Deakin, Roger (2007). Wildwood: A Journey Trough Trees . Hamish 

Hamilton. A spiritual as well as scientific account that takes you from the 
walnut veneering works of Jaguar’s Brown Lane factory in Coventry to the 
great walnut and apple forests of central Asia – plus many parts of Europe 
and Australia. 

 
Elwes, H.J. & Henry, A (1900-1913). The Trees of Great Britain and Ireland . 

Private Publication, seven volumes (mentions some Warwickshire sites 
and specimens).  

 
Hillier Nurseries (2002). The Hillier Manual of Trees and Shrubs (8 th 

edition) . David & Charles. A checklist of most of the 9000-plus tree and 
shrub species and varieties you can find in Britain. A useful book if you 
become really serious about your tree hunting. 

 
Johnson, Hugh (1999). Hugh Johnson’s International Book of Trees . 

Mitchell Beazley. One of the most readable and lavishly illustrated 
accounts of trees, covering every major tree group you are likely to 
encounter in Britain. 

 
Johnson, Owen (2003, 2011). Champion Trees of Britain and Ireland . 

Whittet Books (on behalf of The Tree Register of the British Isles). A very 
useful checklist of the trees grown in Britain with locations for the finest 
known examples of each species and most varieties. Very little coverage 
of Warwickshire – one of the reasons the Big Tree Hunt of Warwickshire, 
Coventry and Solihull was launched! Updated in 2011. 

 
Johnson, Owen and More, David (2004). Collins Tree Guide . Harper Collins. 

A truly impressive book, available in both field guide size and larger 
format. Provides illustrations and descriptions of most of the species you 
are likely to encounter though lacks the keys of Mitchell (1978) which can 
be useful for some difficult groups, and lacks a few species and varieties 
covered by More and White (2003) and even this catalogue. This book has 
acted as the official source of British introduction dates and geographic 
origins given in the species accounts of this catalogue.  
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Loudon, J.C. (1838). Arboretum et Fruticetum Brittanicum . London. 
(mentions several Warwickshire specimens, including the True Service 
Trees at Coombe Countryside Park). 

Mabey, Richard (1996). Flora Britannica . Sinclair-Stevenson. Contains some 
wonderful accounts of many of our more familiar trees and shrubs 
including historical usages and further references. 

 
Meikle, R.D. (1984). Willows and Poplars of Great Britain and Ireland.  

BSBI Handbook  4. BSBI. An invaluable guide to two difficult trees groups. 
 
Miles, Archie (1999). Silva: The Trees in Britain . Ebury Press. A lavish 

celebration of British trees with beautiful photographs. 
 
Mitchell, Alan (1978). A Field Guide to the Trees of Britain and Northern 

Europe . Collins. Though largely superceded by Johnson & More (2004), 
this remains an invaluable book due to the detailed descriptions and keys 
to some of the more difficult genera such as firs, pines, spruces and oaks. 

 
Mitchell, Alan (1996). Alan Mitchell’s Trees of Britain . HarperCollins. 

Excellent accounts of many of our trees, with information and anecdotes 
relating to the original discoveries abroad, their wild populations, their 
cultivation and finer British specimens. Out of print (a copy can be seen at 
Warwickshire Museum). 

 
More, David and White, John (2003). Cassell’s Trees of Britain and 

Northern Europe . Cassell. A lavishly illustrated book that includes some 
species not covered by Owen and More (2004), but misses others. It lacks 
the descriptions of Owen and More, which forces you to find a best fit 
against the illustrations provided (not always a safe approach). 

 
Pakenham, Thomas (1998). Meetings with Remarkable Trees . Random 

House. Another celebration of important tree specimens in Britain and 
Ireland with some stunning photographs. 

 
Phillips, Roger (1978). Trees in Britain, Europe and North America . Pan. 

One of several tree books with extensive photographic coverage of 
species. This can help you to learn the ‘jizz’ of some species and 
complements the guides that have painted illustrations. But without 
detailed descriptions, keys or magnified images, it can mislead you. 

 
Preston, Pearman & Dines (2002). New Atlas of the British & Irish Flora. 

Oxford University Press . Provides modern distributional maps for all 
native and naturalised plants including trees, highlighting which species 
are truly native and which are ancient introductions (e.g. various willows). 

 
Rackham, Oliver (1976 plus various subsequent editions) Trees and 

Woodland in the British Landscape . Weidenfield & Nicolson. An 
important account of the history of our native and naturalised trees and the 
landscapes that they occupy. 
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Roper, P. (1993). The distribution of the Wild Service Tree, Sorbus torminalis 
(L.) Crantz, in the British Isles. Watsonia , 19: 209-229 (confirms the value 
of Warwickshire’s Arden zone for this scarce tree). 

 
Stace, Clive (2010). New Flora of the British Isles . Cambridge University 

Press (3rd edition). Has valuable keys for some difficult tree groups, 
notably willows. 

 
Stokes, Jon et. al. (2004). The Heritage Trees of Britain and Northern 

Ireland . Constable Robinson Publishing. A celebration of veteran trees in 
Britain. 

 
Stokes, Jon et. al. (2005). Trees in Your Ground . The Tree Council. An 

account of why trees matter and how to plan new planting schemes. 
 
Strutt, Joseph G. (1826). Sylva Britannica; or, Portraits of Forest Trees 

distinguished for their antiquity, magnitude or bea uty. Drawn from 
nature . London. Features several Warwickshire specimens including the 
huge Bull oak of Wedgnock Park, near Warwick, sadly no more). 

 
Locally specific  
Cadbury, D.A., Hawkes, J.G. & Readett, R.C. (1971). A Computer-mapped 

Flora. A Study of the County of Warwickshire . Academic Press. The 
first computer-generated county flora, including historical information on 
the native and naturalised trees of Vice-county Warwickshire (which 
covers a similar area to old Warwickshire). 

 
Falk, Steven J. (2009). Warwickshire’s Wildflowers . Brewin Books. A 

modern account of Warwickshire’s native and naturalised flora, including 
trees and shrubs. 

 
Falk, Steven J, (2011). The veteran trees of Warwickshire . Warwickshire 

Biological Records Centre (available on the Warwickshire Museum 
website). An account of Warwickshire’s oldest trees. 

 
Falk, Steven J. (2011). The Native Black Poplar in Warwickshire . 

Warwickshire Biological Records Centre (available on the Warwickshire 
Museum website). A local account of this scarce and fascinating tree. 

 
Smith, Humphrey. G. et. al. (1988). Taxonomy of Oaks in the Forest of 

Arden . Department of Biological Sciences, Coventry Polytechnic. 
Examines the variation in leaf shape of English Oak, Sessile Oak and 
probable hybrids in Warwickshire. Viewable at Warwickshire Museum. 

 
Tyack, Geoffrey (1994). Warwickshire Country Houses . Phillimore. One of 

the English Country Houses series with useful historical information and 
old photographs that relate to some of our most important tree collections. 

 
Wager, Sarah J. (1998). Woods, Wolds and Groves; the woodland of 

Medieval Warwickshire. British Archaeological Reports Series , 269. 
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Oxford. A highly academic but fascinating account of the woodland history 
of local parishes.  

 
Warwick District Council (1973). Trees in Royal Leamington Spa . A list of 

some of the more important trees in the town plus listings for certain parks 
and streets. A copy can be seen at Warwickshire Museum. Quite out of 
date now, though some important surviving specimens have come to light 
as a result of this work, for example the Almonds at Almond Avenue and 
the superb avenue of mature Silver Maples at Cloister Crofts. 

 
In addition to these books, further information for, and photographs of, almost 
every species covered can be obtained via the web by typing the English 
name or scientific name into search engines such as Google - but beware of 
misidentifications. 
 

 
Useful organisations and web sites 

 
Ancient Tree Forum/Ancient Tree Hunt  
The main British groups concerned with veteran trees, both part of the 
Woodland Trust.  
Address: c/o The Woodland Trust (see below) 
E-mail: ancient-tree-hunt@woodland-trust.org.uk 
Web sites: www.woodland-trust.org.uk/ancient-tree-forum with a subsidiary 
site covering the ancient tree hunt:  
www.woodland-trust.org.uk/ancient-tree-hunt 
 
Ancient Yew Group 
Concerned with recording and protecting Britain’s oldest Yews, in conjunction 
with the Conservation Foundation, Ancient Tree Forum and The Tree 
Register. Contact them via The Tree Register. 
Web site: www.ancient-yew.org 
 
The British Conifer Society 
The national society for conifer enthusiasts. 
Address: c/o Bedgebury Pinetum, Goudhurst, Kent TN17 2SL 
Web-site: www.britishconifersociety.org.uk 
 
The National Trust 
Owns several historic properties in Warwickshire with tree interest (Baddesley 
Clinton, Coughton Court, Charlecote Park, Farnborough Park, Packwood 
House and Upton House. For information on individual sites, put the site 
name into a search engine such as Google, and check Wikipedia. 
 
The Tree Council 
Promotes the protection, appreciation and planting of trees. 
Address: The Tree Council, 71 Newcomen Street, London SE1 1YT 
Tel: 020 7407 9992 
E-mail: Info@treecouncil.org.uk 
Web site: www.treecouncil.org.uk 
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The Tree Register of Britain and Ireland 
Maintains a catalogue of all the tree species, hybrids and varieties in Britain, 
including ‘champions’ and other important specimens. 
Address: The Tree Register, 77a, Hall End, Wootton, Bedford, England MK43 
9HP 
Tel: 01234 768884 
E-mail: info@tree-register.org 
Web site: www.treeregister.org 
 
The Woodland Trust 
The Woodland Trust is the UK's leading conservation charity dedicated to the 
protection of our native woodland heritage. 
Address: The Woodland Trust, Autumn Park, Dysart Road,  
Grantham, Lincolnshire, NG31 6LL 
Tel: 01476 581135 
E-mail: membership@woodland-trust.org.uk 
Web site: www.woodland-trust.org.uk 
 
 

 
 

Ancient Tree Forum workshop at Stoneleigh, 2009 


