Warwickshire County Council

Ecology Unit Planning Newsletter

Welcome to the first Warwickshire In this edition:
Count_y Council Ecology Unit's . NERC Act
Planning newsletter.

The aim of this newsletter is to keep - PPS9 and ecological
all interested parties informed of the decision-making in
work we are doing and also of any planning applications
issues affecting ecological
considerations in planning applications. - Feature: WRBC bat

survey database

PPS9 - Ecological Implications for Planning

(Source: http://www.communities.gov.uk/pub/833/)

PPS9 sets out planning policies for protecting regional strategies, and by local planning authes;t
biodiversity and geological conservation through th when preparing local development documents and

planning system. It replaces ‘Planning Policy making decisions on individual planning applicaton
Guidance Note 9 (PPG9) on nature conservation’,  One of the key aims is that planning should have
published in October 1994. minimal impact on biodiversity and enhance it

PPS9 policies will need to be taken into accdynt wherever possible. Development Plan policies and
regional planning authorities, in the preparatibn o  planning decisions should:

“be based on up-to-date information about the esimental characteristics of
their areas”(pg 3, paragraph 1[i]) through liaison with bodiesluding Natural
England and the Environment Agendyor example, the Habitat Biodiversity
Audit (HBA) contains current information on every land parcel in
Warwickshire, Coventry and Solihull

remember thatthe presence of a protected speciesrisagerial consideration
when a planning authority is considering a develeptrproposal that, if

carried out, would be likely to result in harm teetspecies or UK habitat
(OPDM circular, pg 33, paragraph 98ecords of protected species are held
within the Warwickshire Biological Records Centre.

ensure that, where these interests are impacted optigation or compensation
is agreedMitigation measure include translocation of proteced species and
compensation includes provision of alternative halats.

Ensure that ifsignificant harm cannot be prevented, adequatelygated against, or compensated for,
then planning permission should be refuséolj 3, paragraph 1[vi]).

NERC Act - How it Affects Planning Authorities

(Source: opsi.gov.uk/acts/acts2006/ukpga)

The NERC Act (2006) is part of DEFRA'’s ‘Modernig Rural Delivery Programme’. One of the key ele-
ments, in Part 3, is implementing a number of improents to wildlife, habitat, national parks anghts of
way legislation (‘Wildlife etc’). Paragraph 40(dfates there isduty to conserve biodiversity and that:

“Every public authority must, in exercising itginctions, have regard, so far as is consistent
with the proper exercise of those functions, to therpose of conserving biodiversity”.

Public authority is defined as a government depamtira local authority or a local planning authorit
Conserving biodiversity refers to restoring or amtiag a population or habitat.

The Secretary of State, in conjunction with NatiEagland, will review and publish a list of the
principal biodiversity and habitats to be conserved
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Bat Surveys - Great Results So Far

Since April 2005 we have However, just because the surveys are turning| up
been recording the results of alkyidence of bats doesnt mean they don't need
the bat surveys that have beeprotecting. The reason why such strict bat letisia
conducted following our exists is because bat populations are declining
recommendations  attached t@ramatically. The majority of UK bat species aitaer
planning applications. So farendangered or threatened by extinction; for exaritpl
we've had 123 surveys backnay already be too late for the Mouse-eared babserh
from Stratford District Council, presence in the UK is questionable. Habitat ambtrg
13 from Warwick District |oss are major factors in this population declinbich
Council and 2 from Northijs why preserving existing roosts is essential.

Warwickshire Borough Council. These have yieldedye'yve put together a brief summary of the firgin
some encouraging results that show bats are preserjy far here, to give you an idea of how importduet {

many of the buildings inspected - for example tza&s syrveys are in protecting our dwindling bat numbers
present in 85% of barns surveyed.

®

Different Types of Buildings

Breaking down the data into building types réveateresting trends, which we can use to improue
ecological planning responses. We haven't shownréisults for all types of building surveyed as ome of
them we don't yet have a big enough sample sizaake the results meaningful. But the more repegfave
the more accurate are our figures, so keep setlaémy in to us!

Types Of Bu |Id|ng Graph Showing Results of Bat SurveTys i:sthe Most'B___at-Friendly' Building

- The type of building where bats are most likelyoéo T T
found is traditional barns, for which 85% of thé 2 B i
surveys done have yielded evidence of bats.

Dwellings

- This is followed by ‘dwellings’ (basically normal
residential houses), where 61% of the 93 surveys Traditonal Barms
done have shown evidence of bats. N N B
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Type of Building

- Finally, out-buildings made of brick and/or stome a Percentage of Bat Surveys Done
also popular bat roosts, with 54% surveys out of 24

yielding positive results.

- The results have also revealed that batsuatiely to be found in certain types of building. Therelude
buildings with flat roofs, buildings with corrugalteiron roofs, garden sheds and garages. Howgver,
applications will be assessed on a case-by-case doa bat surveys may still be recommended.

[72)

- It also appears that ‘open’ buildings (with at tlease side open to the elements) are less likehotese bat
than ‘enclosed’ buildings (with all four side wallstact). This is likely to be due to increasedudyhtines
and light invasion in open buildings, which batsi'tldike. However, they are often a great sourtasects
and bats may rest in the beams to feed on them.

1°4

(Figures from August 2006

Uncommon Species

Our surveys have turned up evidence of some phatigu
uncommon species of bats, which is great news.

Uncommon Species Detected:

Lesser Horseshoe Ba&ljinolophus hipposideryis
Natterer’'s Batlyotis natterer;

Whiskered BatNlyotis mystacinys

Proximity to Foraging Areas

We have also broken down data into differentithéd where surveys were conducted, and proxinoty| t
woodland or water sources, which are favoured fatpgreas for bats. However, so far from the testhlere
appear to be no correlations between bat evidemdahese factors. Nevertheless, we shall contiouaonitor
results and look out for trends as our samplegriae/s.




