WARWICKSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL

RISK ASSESSMENT For visiting areas of scientific interest
Name of Assessor:    NEIL WILSON        Assessor’s Signature: 
  Date DECEMBER 2009
	Activity/ Process/ Operation
	What are the Hazards to Health and Safety
	What Risks do they pose and to whom?
	Risk Level

H/M/L
	What precautions have been taken to reduce the risk?
	Risk Level Achieved H/M/L
	What further action is needed to reduce the risk 

	Visiting open air location


	· Extreme weather conditions

· Footing / pathways  / terrain

· Insects, plants, animals
	· Colds / flu

· Sunburn / sunstroke

· Slips / trips and falls caused by unsuitable footwear

· Allergic reactions form ingestion, inhalation, contact, injection
	M

M

H
	· Weather forecast to be obtained and appropriate clothing recommended including sunscreen etc.

· All members of the party to dress appropriate to the weather conditions for that day, and also take extra clothing if weather conditions are likely to change

· Sun creams are used & the wearing hats are encouraged. Shade is sought if sun strength is high

· All persons attending wear appropriate footwear for the terrain that is to be covered

· Contingency plan to be in place to deal with any medical conditions that may be encountered
	L

L

L
	· Emergency procedure to be put in place if there is a likelihood of weather conditions / environmental factors etc, which could cause group to become stranded or isolated

· Risk assessment to be carried out if person has a any mobility problems (e.g. wheelchair user etc)

· Information to be obtained for all party members on any known medical conditions that may be onset through activity


	Activity/ Process/ Operation
	What are the Hazards to Health and Safety
	What Risks do they pose and to whom?
	Risk Level

H/M/L
	What precautions have been taken to reduce the risk?
	Risk Level Achieved H/M/L
	What further action is needed to reduce the risk 

	Accessing geog - raphical or geological areas.


	· Walking in unauthorised areas & not knowing the local “rules”

· Sharp or steep sided rocks

· Contact with water, marshland, cave or other hazardous area
	· Abuse from landowners of a verbal or physical nature

· Destroying / disrupting crops, flora, fauna etc.

· Risk of falling if members of party likely to climb rocks to access other areas

· Risk of falling into water or into unknown hazardous area
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	· Only recognised pathways / walkways are used wherever possible

· Responsible adult will supervise the party

· Access will have been granted before the trip takes place

· Discourage climbing of rocks unless adequate supervision is in place and appropriate safety precautions have been implemented (subject to a separate risk assessment)

· Local geographical area to be assessed prior to visit to determine areas where access is not to be permitted.    Information to be passed to party members during visit and adequate supervision, following OSA guidance to be followed
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	· If a more remote / mountainous or more exposed terrain is expected to be encountered then a further risk assessment needs to be carried out


NOTES :  
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