WARWICKSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL

RISK ASSESSMENT For Farm Visits
Name of Assessor:    NEIL WILSON      Assessor’s Signature: 
  Date DECEMBER 2009
	Activity/ Process/ Operation
	What are the Hazards to Health and Safety
	What Risks do they pose and to whom?
	Risk Level

H/M/L
	What precautions have been taken to reduce the risk?
	Risk Level Achieved H/M/L
	What further action is needed to reduce the risk 

	Transport to/from farm site

Farm visits


	· See Travelling to & from Activity Risk Assessment

· Micro-organisms

· Farm animals

· Farm equipment

· Animal faeces


	· Infection to those exposed, particularly young children and pregnant staff

· Animals biting, nibbling, striking persons in party

· Allergic reaction to fur, straw, dusts, feathers

· Contact with machinery or equipment leading to injury, damage, infection

· Risk of contact with moving vehicles

· Infection.   Risk of slipping.
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	· Consider visiting a farm that is a member of the National Association of Farms for Schools (FFS) who endorse the new school trip safety guidelines for educational visits.

· Ensure adequate supervision of children following OSA guidance.   Children under eight should not be allowed direct contact with farm animals if minimum supervision levels cannot be met

· Ensure exposed cuts/grazes etc are covered with a waterproof dressing

· Hands to be washed before and after eating, after any contact with animals and before leaving the farm
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	· Medical information, including known allergies to be obtained and any medication to be taken with pupil and an emergency plan drawn up should health deteriorate

· All group members to be fully inducted on entering the farm premises so that all persons are aware of what they can and cannot do and what to do in an emergency.
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	Farm visits continued
	· Animal food

· Hazardous materials No direct supervision of pupil

· Walls, animal pens


	· Ill health through food consumption

· Risk of inhalation, ingestion, absorption

· Risk of persons climbing and falling from walls or pens
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	· Prevent eating, drinking, chewing or any contact between hands and mouth except in allocated areas following hand washing

· Prevent animal to mouth contact.

· Animals to be approached and handled with care and quietly.

· Group to remain together and follow instructions provided by farm staff

· Only authorised areas to be accessed by group

· Equipment not to be touched unless authorised by farm staff and then only following their instruction and supervision

· Walls and pens not to be climbed

· Sturdy boots and suitable clothing to be worn by all party members

· Footwear to be cleaned following visit.   Hands to be washed following cleaning of footwear.

· No contact to be permitted with hazardous materials
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	· Parents/guardians to be made aware of hazards associated with contact with animals including ensuring that persons attending visit a doctor, should ill health (eg. Sickness or diarrhoea) develop following a farm visit.
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