WARWICKSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL

RISK ASSESSMENT For Undertaking Adventure Activities
Name of Assessor:    NEIL WILSON      Assessor’s Signature: 
  Date DECEMBER 2009
	Activity/ Process/ Operation
	What are the Hazards to Health and Safety
	What Risks do they pose and to whom?
	Risk Level

H/M/L
	What precautions have been taken to reduce the risk?
	Risk Level Achieved H/M/L
	What further action is needed to reduce the risk 

	Adventure Activity (Category Risk B/C Rating)
	· Lack of knowledge on use of equipment or area

· Activity conducted at height

· Activity over water or other hazardous area

· Uneven ground

· Interface with others undertaking activity and local environment

· Extreme weather conditions – fog, rain, snow, heat, cold

· Either multi-group activity or activity leads to isolation of individuals

 
	Staff and/or pupils carrying out task:

· Misuse of equipment or loss of control of equipment leading to personal injury or damage

· Falling from height - death, broken bones, fractures, cuts, bruises

· Drowning from falling into water or as previous

· Slips/trips leading to cuts, bruises etc

· Collision between persons/objects leading to death, fractures, breaks, cuts, bruises etc.

· Cramps, aches, pains, hypothermia, exhaustion, sun stroke, dehydration

· Persons separated from party or are unable to be identified from others within the party
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	· Selection of a competent or licensed off-site activity centre

· Sufficient supervision of persons undertaking activity (in accordance with the OSA Document)

· Adequate training and instruction of persons carrying out the activity and for those supervising by competent leader/instructor(s).   This is to be carried out in small groups where there is a noise issue

· Leader to point out potential hazards before and during activity

· Use of appropriate equipment, including safety equipment, as determined by the competent person in control of the activity
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	· Parents/carers to be provided with information on the nature of the activity and any risks associated with the adventure activity being considered.

· All medical information to be obtained for every person attending the activity prior to acceptance.

· EVC or party leader to take action if any person is acting in a way that endangers themselves or others




	Activity/ Process/ Operation
	What are the Hazards to Health and Safety
	What Risks do they pose and to whom?
	Risk Level

H/M/L
	What precautions have been taken to reduce the risk?
	Risk Level Achieved H/M/L
	What further action is needed to reduce the risk 

	Adventure Activity (Category Risk B/C Rating) continued.
	· High tides or strong currents

· Lack of awareness of emergency procedures – including accidents, first aid, fire, contacting parents/carers etc

· Persons experience ill health whilst carrying out activity

· Noisy environment

· Dark environment


	· Persons swept away, trapped on beach, risk of drowning

· Deterioration of injured person, or damage to equipment or premises and stress to all involved

· Deterioration of person’s health

· Persons unable to hear instructions provided

· Persons unable to see hazards
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	· Weather forecast information is used to determine whether activity should go ahead or continue

· Local tidal information is observed prior to activity being carried out

· Suitable clothing and footwear to be worn

· Group to wear identifiable clothing to distinguish them from other groups

· Emergency procedures are prepared prior to undertaking the activity for all potential incidents

· Medical information is provided to the Party Leader prior to attending the activity and advice taken with regards to possible additional risks that may be incurred.

· Ill health to be reported to the Party Leader as early as possible who will in turn inform the leader/instructor of the group for guidance.
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	· EVC or party leader to stop or prevent activity going ahead if bad weather is expected

· For boating or canoeing on tidal waters, seek advice from the Coastguard

· Additional precautions to be put into place for those with any specific needs.   These will be subject to a separate risk assessment.
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	Adventure Activity (Category Risk B/C Rating) continued.
	· Inadequate welfare facilities

· Inadequate facilities for showering and changing clothing

· Other persons not taking part in activity


	· Infection

· Group members and staff having to change outdoors – lack of privacy

· Collision/contact with person not taking part in activity leading to death, broken limbs, fracture, bruises, cuts
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	· Ensure that suitable breaks are taken at locations that enable persons to wash hands and/or shower, change clothing and use the toilet

· Ensure adequate changing/showering facilities available with separate facilities for girls/ladies and boys/gentlemen

· Ensure that any spectators are restricted to authorised viewing areas only

· Trespassers or members of the public to be considered within the specific adventure activity risk assessment to ensure that adequate precautions have been put into place to ensure their safety
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NOTES : 
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