Equality Proofing the Warwickshire Local Area Agreement

Introduction

In order to conduct an equalities impact assessment of the LAA, an equalities sub-group meeting was convened on Monday 12th February 2007.  The Group that undertook the exercise consisted of:

Bill Basra-Warwickshire County Council

Jotinder Birdi-Warwick Faith Forum

David Foster- Rugby Disability Forumk

Sue Gibney-Warwickshire County Council

Arun Kang-WREP

Marianne Rohan-LGBT

Actions

Although the principal focus of the meeting was to equality proof the LAA a number of actions were noted during the course of discussions which it was agreed would be forwarded onto appropriate individuals/organisations for comment, consideration and action:

· An equalities sub-group needs to be established to ensure that a co-ordinated approach is taken by the LAA towards the progression of equalities.

· CWIC do not represent equality groups and greater representation and engagement is needed if the LAA governance structures are to work effectively in this area.

· Narrowing the Gap by reference to equalities will require further data mapping and analysis in order to be meaningful.

· Why are the Coventry Diocese represented at the PSB but not Multi Faith Forum?

· What funding is available to tackle all forms of hate crime?

· Need to flag up the issue of equalities representation within CYPF governance structures

Comments

Front End

· Some reference required in the Introduction to equalities (Page 3)

· References required to disabled people and also in CYP context  (page 11,12)

· Refer to equalities as a specific bullet point under ‘We will use the LAA’ (page 4)

· In Governance section refer to equalities sub-group within development structure and theme groups

· Emphasise in front section that proofing should be ongoing rather than a one off process.

· Put Section 6 before Section 3 to provide a cross cutting appreciation to Warwickshire in context.

· Remove references to ‘emerging’ multi faith forum as it is already established.

· In general mention the six equality strands of race, religion, sexual orientation, age, disability, gender

Outcomes, Indicators, Baselines and Targets

Comments were made in relation to block outcomes.  Outcomes have been omitted for ease of reference where no comments were made or opinion expressed.
Block 1 – Children and Young People

	Outcome
	Issues to consider

	(CYP2 ) Address

Teenage

Pregnancy–

Reduction in the

under 18

conception rate

Mandatory


	Delivery needs to take into account cultural and gender differences.  Some specific targeting may be required.



	(CYP3 )

Halt the increase

in childhood

obesity in under

11’s by 2010

measured at

Year 6


	Delivery needs to take into account cultural and gender differences.  Some specific targeting may be required.  Schools in particular need to acknowledge this issue during the planning and provision of school meals.



	(CYP4) Reduce the gap in infant mortality between Nuneaton and Bedworth and England by increasing breastfeeding and reducing smoking during pregnancy
	Need to consider social class issues which may contribute towards the inequality.

	(CYP 5)  Increase the number of schools with Healthy Schools Status
	Similar to CYP 3 above in that cultural factors need to be taken into consideration.  PE in particular needs to take into account both cultural and gender issues (particularly intersex and transgender issues) and the need for appropriate changing facilities.



	(CYP 6) Improve Outcomes for children young people and their families through the development of an Enhanced Support Network
	The development of the ESS needs to take into account the fact that accessibility and use of the service will be diverse depending on the different needs of the community.

	(CYP 7) Reduce

the fear of crime

experienced by

young people


	Consider how to get baseline information from young people through youth forums etc.  Also need consideration of all forms of hate crime.



	(CYP 8) Increase

the number of

core

assessments

recorded for

children on the

child protection

register


	Need for the service to be responsive to the needs of diverse communities. The Group also referred to the specific needs of  transgender children where forced sexual identity due to social services regulations often resulted in significant harm to the individual and their families.

	(CYP 9)

Reduce the

numbers of

Looked After

Children


	

	(CYP 11)

Personalised/

vocationally

related

curriculum


	Will there be specific targeting of groups such as Muslim females? How will vocational curriculum break down traditional gender stereotypes? Also education must be appropriate- reference was made that some schools encourage children with disabilities to choose vocational courses to transfer the problem irrespective of whether the education is in the child’s interests or not.



	(CYP 12c) Attainment of Black British
	Black British should be replaced by African Caribbean.  In general education attainments should also focus on white working class boys, young carers and disabled children.

	General Comments

There is little reference within the block to disabled children and young carers.  Engagement of parents in services must respect diversity and the willingness of some people to access services more than others based on cultural background.


Block 2 – Safer Communities

	Outcome
	Issues

	(Sa2)

Reduce the

proportion of

adult and young

offenders and

PPO’s who

reoffend –

Mandatory


	Service needs to be responsive to diversity issues.  How is the service tailored to the needs of asylum seekers?

	(Sa3) Reduce the

incidence of

Domestic

violence:


	WREP comments have been submitted separately.  Some issues to consider here are race, same sex relationships, mixed race relationships, and the extent to which there will be focussed targeting in this area during delivery planning.



	(Sa7) Reduce the

harm caused by

alcohol


	WREP have asked to be included in the delivery planning and implementation of this outcome. There will also be cultural/religious/gender differences in perceptions of alcohol and use of.



	(Sa8) Reduce the

harm caused by

illegal drugs;

reduce the

perception of

local drug dealing

and drug use as

a problem-

Mandatory


	Have DAAT impact assessed the delivery of services in this area upon the diverse needs of the community.

	(Sa9) Increase

domestic fire

safety- Reducing

Arson– LPSA2


	There are certain cultural events which involve the lighting of candles.  What specific work is being done in that area?

	General

This block needs to focus on all types of hate crime based on the six equality strands.  Key issue was about support and reporting as it was not evident to all what the process was to reassure sections of the community.  Also clarification was required on the funding for hate crimes.




Block 3 – Stronger Communities

	Outcome
	Issues

	General

Insert WREP as contributor to St 1 and 2

Ensure that St 3(ii) relates to all six strands

Access to Services and Unfair discrimination should refer to issues relating to disability and the elderly

St 4- recognise the housing needs of people with disabilities


Block 4 – Healthy Communities and Older People

	Outcome
	Issues

	(HCOP1)

Improve health

and reduce

health

inequalities

(Mandatory)

	Is inaccessible health care considered as a health inequality?

	(HCOP2)

Supporting People –

Service users who

have moved on in a

planned way from

temporary/supported

accommodation

(short term services)

(Mandatory)

	Indicators need clarification

	(HCOP4)

Enable

Warwickshire

residents to lead

healthier

lifestyles


	4 a)How will we focus on class and race issues.  E.g coronary heart disease amongst south Asians?

Tobacco Consumption may need targeting of certain BME groups such as South Asians

On (iii) Add WREP as contributor

4b) Page 103 needs to be culturally sensitive and accessible to all sections of the community



	(HCOP5)

Increase the

dignity,

independence

choices and

quality of life of

older people


	Accessibility of home care and responsiveness of services is important.  However an equally important issue is the background of the carers and service users when considering the dynamics of service provision.

Choice should also refer to disabled people

The cultural indicator needs WREP and Age Concern as a contributor.

	General
	Should relate to reducing inequalities amongst disabled and older people

Should Age Concern etc not be listed more frequently as a contributor.


Block 5 – Economic Development & enterprise

	Outcome
	Issues

	General

	Access to skills and employment needs to address all six equality strands.  Training for disabled people is essential in tackling issues relating to Incapacity benefit.  Consideration also needs to be given on how best to engage with SME/ BME businesses (e.g Asian Businesses Groups)




Block 6 – Climate Change and Environment

	Outcome
	Issues

	(E1iii) To increase the number of households benefiting from relevant grants which are aimed at reducing fuel poverty and maximising energy efficiency
	Ensure that the Warm Front Programme is accessible to all in terms of information and service provision

	(E3) Reduce the rate of increase in Transport related Carbon and Greenhouse gas emissions by reducing the need for private car usage
	The delivery of this outcome needs to take into account that many disabled people rely on cars for travel and that public transport is not always an appropriate means of travel.

	(E4) Reduced Waste to Landfill and Increase recycling
	Councils should do more to publicise the pullout facility for recycling available to disabled people.

	(E8) Improve the quality of all local parks, nature reserves and people’s neighbourhoods
	The needs of disabled people should be taken into account when determining whether green space is ‘accessible’ or not.


