Rural & Accessibility Proofing the Warwickshire Local Area Agreement

Introduction

The rural proofing of the high level outcomes of the Local Area Agreement has been undertaken with the understanding that many of the issues raised can be dealt with by the Block Leaders in the development of the Delivery Plans, using the rural & accessibility proofing checklist which has been developed by partners.

Specific rural/accessibility issues have been raised against outcomes which, if not addressed, could create an unequal level of service for people in rural areas, or those who have accessibility issues.  In this context, accessibility is seen as access to services.  Some outcomes are not covered as rural/accessibility issues are not relevant.

Block 1 – Children and Young People

	Outcome
	Issues to consider

	(CYP 1) School

Travel Advisers–

Modal Share in

travel to school

(replaced by

mandatory

indicator as

agreed with DfT)


	Most children from rural areas rely on school buses or private cars to get to and from school.  Other modes of transport are more dangerous (walking, cycling etc.).  How can school travel plans address this?  

Will public schools be affected by this outcome – as there is no public transport provision for public schools and most are taken there by private car – link here to CC&E?



	(CYP2 ) Address

Teenage

Pregnancy–

Reduction in the

under 18

conception rate

Mandatory


	Is the incidence of teenage pregnancy higher as a percentage of total teenage population in rural areas than elsewhere? If so, need to explore why they are not accessing information.

Other issues here relate to the support provided to pregnant teenagers e.g.

How do pregnant teenagers in rural areas:

a) access doctor’s appointment?

b) access support?

c) get to clinics and appointments?

c) live independently, but near family support, once child is born?



	(CYP3 )

Halt the increase

in childhood

obesity in under

11’s by 2010

measured at

Year 6


	Do not rely on activities at Leisure Centres to tackle this – most cannot be accessed easily for rural children.

Community based activities may not always result in a large number of children attending in rural areas as actual number and age range can be limited.

If strategy relies on access to healthy & fresh food, this is not easily available in rural areas with decline of shops, post offices and other amenities.

Walking is not always safe in rural areas (no pavements), not all villages have playground facilities – play might be based in back gardens.



	(CYP6) Improved

outcomes for

children young

people and

families through

the development

of a Enhanced

Support Services

network


	How will support be delivered? – 

If from fixed points, how will people from rural areas access it?  How will the network be developed, will families be networked together? How will this be possible in rural areas where the client group may be very dispersed?  

Consider delivery of the service through outreach rather than at a fixed number of points across the County.

	(CYP 7) Reduce

the fear of crime

experienced by

young people


	Consider how to get baseline information from rural young people where number of forums and established groups might be lower.

Consider analysing information to take into account geography (rural/urban), to determine whether the fear of crime is different within rural/urban areas or whether different types of crime are feared more in rural/urban areas.  Strategy for dealing with fear of crime can then be appropriately targeted in rural/urban context.



	(CYP 8) Increase

the number of

core

assessments

recorded for

children on the

child protection

register


	Consider whether rurality or accessibility of the service are reasons for not undertaking core assessments for children on the child protection register.  

	(CYP 9)

Reduce the

numbers of

Looked After

Children


	Consider whether rurality has an impact on the number of looked after children

	(CYP 11)

Personalised/

vocationally

related

curriculum


	How will the personalised vocationally related curriculum be delivered?  Consider accessibility issues if training up to 16 yrs is delivered outside school environment.

How will 16-19 year olds access level 2 training if they live in a rural area?  Can additional support (financial, transport etc.) be given where rurality causes issues?



	(CYP 16)

Reduce the

percentage of 16-

18 year olds not

in education,

employment or

training Mandatory
	Is rurality or accessibility to education, employment or training an issue for the client group?  Can additional support (financial, transport etc.) be given where rurality/accessibility causes issues?

	(CYP 17)

Improving

positive

destinations

% of Year 11


	Is rurality or accessibility to education, employment or training an issue for the client group?  Can additional support (financial, transport etc.) be given where rurality/accessibility causes issues?

	(CYP 19) 
Increased access

to local services

for children,

young people

and families


	Where will Children’s Centres be located? Will children, young people and families from rural areas be able to access easily the Children’s Centres?

How will extended schools services be delivered for those children who rely on school buses to get to school?

How will families access extended school services if they rely on public transport?

Will children’s centres and extended school services be monitored on the basis of the proportion of users who come from rural areas?




Block 2 – Safer Communities

	Outcome
	Issues

	(Sa1) Reduce

overall crime-

Mandatory


	Does crime in rural areas need to be tackled differently to that in urban areas?  If resources are focused on ‘hot spots’ in urban areas, will that have an adverse effect on crime in rural areas?

	(Sa2)

Reduce the

proportion of

adult and young

offenders and

PPO’s who

reoffend –

Mandatory


	How will the support offered to adult and young offenders be delivered to those from rural areas?  Will it be delivered at fixed delivery points or can it be offered on an outreach basis?  Is the incidence of re-offending affected by rurality?

	(Sa3) Reduce the

incidence of

Domestic

violence:


	How will victims in rural areas access support?  Where will refuges be provided – how will clients access them by public transport?

Is rurality a factor which increases the number of Domestic Violence incidents?



	(Sa4) Reassure

the Public,

reducing the fear

of crime-

Mandatory


	Key issues relating to fear of crime in rural (and other) areas include lack of police presence, poorer/no response times, high ‘knowledge’ factor i.e. communities where one incident is known very quickly throughout village.  How can this be tackled in 220+ parishes?

	Provide

appropriate

support to all

victims and

witnesses


	Consider outreach support services for victims and witnesses in rural area.

	(Sa5) Reduce the

incidence of Hate Crime


	Consider working with parish and town councils where hate crimes are reported in rural areas.

Consider issues for victims of hate crimes in small communities, where reporting a crime may enable perpetrators to identify (and target) the person reporting the crime – e.g. a village with only one BME family, etc.

	(Sa6) Build

Respect in

communities and

reduce ASB Mandatory


	Consider working with parish and town councils where ASB is reported in rural areas.

Explore underlying issues for ASB in rural areas (e.g. boredom, no relevant facilities, etc.)



	(Sa7) Reduce the

harm caused by

alcohol


	How do people from rural areas access specialist treatment and care services?

Where is information provided for adults and young people who are drinking harmfully?  Is there an issue for them accessing this in rural areas?  Explore any underlying issues relating to rurality and alcohol abuse.



	(Sa8) Reduce the

harm caused by

illegal drugs;

reduce the

perception of

local drug dealing

and drug use as

a problem-

Mandatory


	Consider ‘knowledge’ issue in rural community – i.e. small community where one incident is quickly known throughout a village and cause disproportional reaction.

Where is drug treatment provided? Can people from rural areas easily access the information and support?  Explore any underlying issues relating to rurality and drug use.

	(Sa9) Increase

domestic fire

safety- Reducing

Arson– LPSA2


	Assess rate of home fire risk assessment according to geography to determine whether service is equally accessible in rural and urban areas.

	(Sa10) Reduction

in road casualties
	Consider incidence of road casualties on rural roads – is this linked to speeding on rural roads?


Block 3 – Stronger Communities

	Outcome
	Issues

	(St1) Empower

local people to

have a greater

choice and

influence over

local decision

making and a

greater role in

public service

deliver –

Mandatory


	Consider role of Parish and Town Councils

	(St2) Vibrant

communities

where people are

likely to access

facilities, services

and amenities

locally and

participate in

community life

through shared

activities such as

learning, sports,

arts and

volunteering


	Rurality and accessibility of services is a key issue in delivering this outcome.  E.g. lack of community buildings, play or sports facilities, arts or cultural activities in rural areas – therefore how and where will people access these services.

Need to consider other activities which might mean that residents think their community is vibrant – e.g. church activities, ‘neighbourliness’, pub teams, informal socialising etc. which may be more apparent in rural areas.

	(St3) Create fair,

tolerant and

cohesive

communities


	Indicator relating to % who feel there is unfair discrimination in the provision of public services should consider whether rurality/accessibility is the reason for the discrimination

	(St4) Meet local

housing needs


	Affordable housing a key issue in rural areas

Homelessness in rural areas is often hidden.  Are homeless people from rural areas who wish to stay in a rural area given the opportunity to do so, or are they required to move into towns because the support and accommodation is provided there?




Block 4 – Healthy Communities and Older People

	Outcome
	Issues

	(HCOP1)

Improve health

and reduce

health

inequalities

(Mandatory)

	Is inaccessible health care considered as a health inequality?

	What facilities are there to support people from rural areas to establish and maintain independent living in rural areas? 
	What facilities are there to support people from rural areas to establish and maintain independent living in rural areas?  Are all the support facilities based in towns?

	(HCOP2b)

Supporting People –

Service users who

have moved on in a

planned way from

temporary/supported

accommodation

(short term services)

(Mandatory)

	What facilities are there to support people from rural areas to establish and maintain independent living in rural areas?  Are all the support facilities based in towns?

	(HCOP3a) Tackling

Poverty- Increased

claimant income for

Council Tax and

Housing Benefits

(LPSA2)

(Countywide

Project)


	Is this mapped in relation to geography (urban/rural)?  Are different strategies created to target the more dispersed number of people affected in rural areas?

	(HCOP3c)

Pension Service(LS)

countywide take up

campaign


	Is this mapped in relation to geography (urban/rural)?  Are different strategies created to target the more dispersed number of people affected in rural areas?

	(HCOP4a)

Enable

Warwickshire

residents to lead

healthier

lifestyles


	How will people in rural areas access fresh fruit and vegetables every day if local shop provision is non existent – will this lead to greater car usage?

Consider ability to undertake moderate exercise in rural areas where there is no organised provision, and potentially no facilities.  Walking may be difficult if there are no pavements, or inaccessible footpaths (styles, muddy fields etc.)  Speeding traffic may reduce the desire to walk on rural roads.



	(HCOP5)

Increase the

dignity,

independence

choices and

quality of life of

older people


	Is rurality or accessibility an issue in achieving this outcome?


Block 5 – Economic Development & enterprise

	Outcome
	Issues

	ED1

Increase vitality

and viability of

Warwickshire’s

town centres and

market towns


	Consider market towns and links with smaller rural communities, transport links, provision of services etc.

How will people in rural areas access increased employment in created in towns?

Consider parking availability and charges for those travelling from outside the towns (e.g. rural areas)

Consider how long people will have in town/market town if they travel from rural area by public transport



	ED 2

Achieve the

sustainable growth

of Warwickshire’s

business base

through:

--Increased

entrepreneurialism

--Increased

innovation


	Consider sustainability in terms of access to employment opportunities (i.e. local to people’s residence)

Consider targeting rural business – one to one support is more successful (FBAS, Rugby Forward research into needs of SME’s in rural areas of Rugby)

	ED3

More adults with

the skills and

qualifications

needed to be an

effective member

of

Warwickshire’s

workforce


	Consider how rurality and accessibility to employment and training impacts on the delivery of this outcome

	ED 4

Reduce the level

of worklessness

amongst

Warwickshire’s

residents by

improving access

to employment

opportunities and

support for the

most

economically

disadvantaged.


	Consider how rurality and accessibility to employment and training impacts on the delivery of this outcome


Block 6 – Climate Change and Environment

	Outcome
	Issues

	(E1) Reduce

Greenhouse

Gas

Emissions


	Consider how rurality and accessibility to information and support impacts on the delivery of this outcome

	(E2) Increase

generation and

use of renewable

energy and the

energy efficiency

of buildings


	Consider how ‘Merton rule’ applies in rural areas.



	(E3) Reduce

Rate of Increase

in Transport

Related Carbon

and Greenhouse

gas emissions by

reducing the

need for private

car usage


	Consideration throughout LAA on where services are delivered may have a significant impact on this outcome e.g. if services are delivered on an outreach basis without co-ordination there may be more car travel by practitioners, however, if more services are delivered at fixed service points people in rural areas will use private cars to access them if public transport does not meet their needs.



	(E4) Reduce the

Amount of

Waste

Generated, and

Increase the

Recycling Rate

Of Remaining

Waste


	Consider expanding recycling schemes to all households in Warwickshire (including the more inaccessible hamlets and farms)

	(E8) Liveability District Councils.

Improve the

quality of all local

parks, nature

reserves and

peoples’

neighbourhoods


	Not all residents have access to local parks, nature reserves etc.  How can this be improved?  Work with Parish and Town Councils to improve village landscapes – e.g. village greens, village ponds etc. where appropriate?

Consider whether in rural areas there is ‘accessible’ green space within 300m in a straight line from homes i.e. is the green space surrounding a village ‘accessible’ (private land, styles, muddy footpaths, etc.)?


