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Cabinet - 22nd February 2007

Minerals and Waste Development Scheme

Report of the Strategic Director for
Environment and Economy
	Recommendation

	Cabinet is recommended to:-

1.
Endorse the submission of the proposed revisions to the Minerals and Waste Development Scheme detailed in Appendix A to the Secretary of State for approval.

2.
Resolve that the revisions be brought into effect upon receipt of a non-intervention letter from the Secretary of State.

3.
Authorise the Strategic Director to make any minor amendments as necessary.




1.
Background
1.1
Under the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004, the County Council is required to adopt and regularly review a Minerals and Waste Development Scheme (MWDS) publicly stating its programme for the production of the Minerals and Waste Local Development Documents.  In line with the requirements of the Act, Cabinet approved the Scheme on the 26th May 2005 which came in to effect on 9th June 2005.  

1.2
It has subsequently been amended in November 2005 and October 2006.The November 2005 amendments altered the timetables for the Waste Core Strategy and Allocations Development Document, to allow further time to include information arising from research carried out by the Regional Technical Advisory Body.  The October 2006 amendments altered the timetable for Minerals Core Strategy.  The original timetable in respect of the Minerals Core Strategy left a very short timeframe between the end of the Issues and Options stage and the formulation of the Preferred Options.  The timetable was pushed back by three months to allow some additional time to consider the comments received.  The Minerals Allocations Document timetable was not amended at this time.

2.
Proposed Changes to the Programme

2.1
Communities and Local Government  (formerly DCLG) through the Government Offices has recently written to all authorities, anticipating that Local Development Schemes (LDS) may need to be reviewed, in the light of the recent government guidance and the final Barker report.  Government has stressed that once amended the LDS becomes the definitive programme management document from 1st April 2007, it will only be possible to depart from it in exceptional circumstances.  

2.2
Once a development document has been submitted to the Secretary of State for examination, it is tested against nine tests of soundness set out Section 20 of the 2004 Act and in Planning Policy Statement 12.  The first authorities to complete their Core Strategies failed to take adequate consideration of some of the tests which has resulted in Lichfield and Stafford’s Core Strategies being “unsound”.  This means that they will have to withdraw their core strategies and start again, which will have serious resource implications in terms of staff time and budgets for the respective authorities.

2.3
To ensure that as far as possible the Minerals and Waste Development Documents are found sound, it is proposed that the Minerals and Waste Development Scheme (MWDS) be amended to reflect the following factors:-

(i)
It is unclear following the publication of Planning Policy Statement 25 (PPS25) – Development and Flood Risk in December 2006, at what stage in the process a Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (SFRA) is required.  Further clarification is being sought from Government Office and the Environment Agency as to whether this has to be carried out at the Core Strategy or Allocations Stage (as currently planned). 

(ii)
Planning Policy Statement 1 (PPS1) – Planning and Climate Change Supplement to PPS1 is currently being consulted on by the CLG.  The proposals will have implications on the provision of facilities which will need to be fully assessed prior to the Submission of both the Minerals and Waste Core Strategies (see report on this agenda).

(iii)
Representations received from Government Office (GOWM) to the Waste Core Strategy at the Preferred Options stage identified that the document must give a more explicit indication of the spatial strategy that the County Council will pursue regarding the future management of waste within Warwickshire.  
(iv)
Finally, in terms of resources, it has not been possible to date to replace a Senior Planner who left the Planning Policy team in July 2006.  We are continuing to try to recruit, but this represents a 20% shortfall in the team’s capacity. 

2.4
The revised timescales proposed (Appendix A) build in an additional five months before submission of the Waste Core Strategy and three months before the submission of the Minerals Core Strategy time to ensure that the factors above are addressed.  The timescales for the respective Allocations Documents have been amended to reflect the changes to the core strategies.  The amendments have been verbally agreed with the Government Office for the West Midlands.  They have not as yet been considered fully by the Planning Inspectorate, therefore, further minor amendments may be necessary.  

3.
Conclusion

3.1
The proposed revisions to the Minerals and Waste Development Scheme are necessary to ensure that the timetables are robust both in terms of the timescales proposed to prepare them and address the issues outlined at section 2.3 above. 

JOHN DEEGAN

Strategic Director for Environment and Economy

Shire Hall

Warwick
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cabinet/02a07/ww3
1 of 5
[image: image1.wmf]

